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          Kim, Hyang-Sook and S.-H. Gyemyong Ahn. 2017. An action research on a multicultural English language program for North Korean refugee students: Focused on English reading competencies, self-esteem, and learning skills.Korean Journal of English Language and Linguistics 17-4, 865-900. This action research designed and implemented a multicultural English language program for North Korean refugee students who were in unequal educational situations in Korean society. More specifically, this study aimed to help five students in an alternative school to improve their reading competencies, their self-esteem, and their skills for self-directed and cooperative learning. To achieve the aims, it conducted the language program for about a year, pursuing to build up a most appropriate curriculum and most supportive learning environments, and to adopt and utilize pedagogical methods and activities that best suit the needs of the student participants. The program evolved in two phases, the Foundation-Building Phase, and the Expansion Phase. The first phase focused on repeated learning, the aspect of self-esteem, etc. to boost up willingness to learn, which is to kick up their intrinsic motivation to improve reading ability and eventually to lead to self-directed learning. The second phase made on-going adjustments of learning activities to provide optimal learning experiences emphasizing cooperative and self-directed learning. Finishing the program, the participants showed significant positive changes in reading competencies, self-esteem, and skills for learning, and importantly the researchers also grew in their educational expertise
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