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            Abstract
          
        

        
          While word-writing has been considered an example of rote learning, it is an L2 vocabulary learning strategy still commonly used by learners. As previous studies produced mixed findings regarding its effect on word learning, there is a strong need for more research on the effectiveness of word-writing. The present study aims to examine the short- and long-term effects of word-writing in contextual word learning depending on participants’ proficiency. Twenty-eight Korean high school students learned 12 target words in meaning-inferencing condition and the other 12 words in the word-writing condition. Right after learning the target words, they were given immediate meaning and form recall tests, followed by delayed tests in two weeks. The findings revealed that word-writing resulted in superior immediate meaning and form recall compared to meaning-inferencing, but the effect did not last for the long-term. Also, high-level learners gained more effects of word-writing than low-level learners in the immediate meaning recall test. The study suggests that word-writing in contextual word learning should not be considered an outdated vocabulary learning strategy but be encouraged for young learners to use properly in an L2 classroom.
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