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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The purpose of this article is to study the concept that the discourse marker (DM) by the way presents disparate pragmatic functions, which for interlocutors were discovered in the functions of additory, digressive, resumptive, and self-corrective markers. With reference to the matter of disproportion in the use of the DM by the way, the additory marker of by the way was preponderantly found in both monologic and interactive speech, in contrast to the other markers. From a pragmatic-analytic aspect, by the way signals expectation to carry on speakersʼ utterances, hold, or take the floor for longer in order to provide listeners with more information or in-depth details. Throughout the analysis, it is surmised that independent use of by the way never occurs in spoken discourse since the DM by the way does not seem to mark closure or abandonment of an ongoing theme in terms of obstructing or evading conditions. The findings show that there can be an intimate connection between the additory marker and independent use of the DM by the way.
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