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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This article explores the utility of films in the American cultural studies classroom. Argument for using film as a teaching tool for cultural studies in the language classroom is based on a comparison between classes taught through two different methods: a lecture-based course (control group) and a film-based course (treatment group). Data used in this study include pretest and posttest scores from tests measuring knowledge in American culture obtained before and after the treatment, and course evaluation scores from both groups. Results showed that the treatment group achieved higher scores on both cultural knowledge acquisition while the course satisfaction levels of the two groups were not statistically significant. These outcomes indicate that film-based courses can be as effective as, or in this case, more effective than the traditional lecture courses. The study also discusses the need for further development of film-based courses to enhance student learning in the language classroom. Implications and limitations of the study are also presented.
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