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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study investigates the way in which darkness of the word-final /l/ is implemented in two speaker groups of the native English speakers and EFL Korean speakers across three prosodic contexts, by measuring the acoustic parameters of pre-lateral vowel duration and formant frequencies at the time of onset and offset of post-peak duration. The rates of the F1 increase and those of the F2 decrease, and values of (F2-F1) indicate implementation of darker /l/ for the native English speakers compared with the Korean speakers despite shorter vowel duration. Acoustic parameters derived from the measures suggest that the two speaker groups are more dependent on tongue dorsum retraction than tongue body lowering to implement velarization. This asymmetry is particularly characteristic of the Korean speakers and is attributed to interference of the articulatory property of the Korean lateral. Prosodic strengthening was partially observed between PP and the foot level for both speaker groups, with no foot-internal distinction. Within each speaker group post-peak duration and the F2 decrease rate cumulatively increased in PP compared with the foot level, which lends supporting evidence to the undershoot effect on velarization. Prosodic effects on acoustic measures suggest that darkness of /l/ is not categorical but gradient on a phonetic continuum.
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