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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The goal of this study was to investigate the role of English proficiency in the interactions of Chinese college EFL students’ phonological awareness (PA) skills and their English reading and listening comprehension abilities. Seventy-four college students were divided into two proficiency groups based on their English test scores for the Chinese college entrance examination. Since it is known that PA often works via word decoding and that vocabulary size is also an important factor in language comprehension, a total of five types of tasks were administered: PA, word decoding, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and listening comprehension. The results first showed that, as was expected, the high proficiency group (HP) performed significantly better than the low proficiency group (LP) in all five tasks. Then Pearson correlation analyses showed that PA had a significant correlation with reading and listening comprehension abilities in LP, but not in HP. The subsequent regression analyses conducted for LP revealed that, PA made an indirect contribution to reading comprehension through word decoding and uniquely contributed to listening comprehension. PA, which was measured in three divided sub-variables (phoneme, onset-rime, and syllable), was significantly related to word decoding in both groups, but word decoding was more closely connected to phonemic awareness in HP while it was to onset-rime awareness in LP. These results suggest that learners with different English proficiency levels are in the different developmental stages of PA skills, and that these skills are especially essential for the low proficiency learners in improving their reading and listening abilities. The results of this study, therefore, offer some pedagogical implications in the English classrooms with less-skilled adult learners.
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