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            Abstract
          
        

        
          While there is strong empirical evidence linking engagement, achievement, and school behavior, very little is known on factors of individual differences, which influence student engagement and second language (L2) writing. In this study, the researchers hypothesized that mindset, which is a learner’s psychosocial attitude or belief that impels or inhibits academic work, intervenes between the relationship of student engagement and L2 writing. To test this, the researchers collected data from 216 ESL students in an engineering University in Manila, who accomplished two measures for student engagement and mindset and a reflective essay writing task for L2 writing. Results corroborate previous observation that cognitive engagement, psychological engagement, and growth mindset are associated with better L2 writing outcomes. With mindset as an intervening variable, the researchers found that ESL students with high engagement and a growth mindset, i.e., one’s ability can improve with right intervention and effort, had highest scores in L2 writing as well. Students with a fixed mindset, i.e., one’s ability will not improve regardless of intervention or effort, received the lowest L2 writing scores regardless of their levels of engagement. It is therefore suggested that L2 writing teachers endorse a growth mindset and promote a growth-supportive atmosphere in the ESL classroom.
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