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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The so-called English negative stripping construction (e.g., Lee speaks Korean fluently, but not Japanese) has received little attention and previous literature has mainly focused on the position of the negation marker not, making use of a limited amount of data constructed on the basis of individual researchers’ own introspection. In this paper, I first investigate its grammatical properties based on attested corpus data and show that a variety of intriguing real life uses of the construction challenge the previous focus movement + PF deletion analyses. I then argue that a Direct Interpretation (DI) analysis, making use of structured discourse information as well as syntactic and semantic information, can provide a better account for its authentic grammatical properties.
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