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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study aims to analyze the characteristics of the writing style of Jane Austen, a well-known novelist, based on the corpus linguistic method. Specifically, the current study compares Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1813) with Persuasion (1817) written with a four-year time gap using Coh-Metrix. This study analyzed whether Austen’s writing style changes within a short period of four years despite the fact that the two literary works belong to the same genre. The Coh-Metrix measures selected for this study include basic counts, word features (word frequency, lexical diversity, imageability, concreteness, age of acquisition, familiarity, meaningfulness), personal pronouns, connectives, main parts of speech, readability indices, syntactic features, and reference cohesion measures. The findings of the study show that Austen’s writing style changes at the vocabulary level (average word and sentence length, nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, word frequency, lexical diversity, imageability, concreteness, age of acquisition, familiarity, meaningfulness, causal and additive connectives), but is maintained at the sentence level (readability indices, reference cohesion, syntactic complexity and similarity). In other words, Austen’s writing style dramatically changes in terms of vocabulary use over a relatively short period of four years. The results of this study provide linguistic and pedagogical implications related to the analysis of literary texts.
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