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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Of the many academic materials, lectures can be a great source for improving L2 learners’ vocabulary because they are likely to repeat topic-specific words in various contexts. However, whether and how such repeated exposure to topic-related words through lectures translates into L2 vocabulary learning remains largely unexplored. In addition, few studies have explored how learner-related factors such as prior vocabulary knowledge influence learning gains. This study investigates how watching an academic lecture affects L2 incidental vocabulary learning. It also analyzes the relationship between L2 learners’ vocabulary size and learning gains. Ninety undergraduate English-as-a foreign language (EFL) students were assigned to either the treatment group (n = 44), which watched an academic lecture containing ten target words, or the control group (n = 46), which only took a pretest and posttest of target words. The findings revealed that watching a lecture resulted in significant vocabulary gains. In addition, vocabulary gain appeared to be influenced by the participants’ vocabulary size.
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