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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study aims at investigating the speech rate of CSAT (College Scholastic Ability Test) listening comprehension part, a national university entrance exam. In fact, it is not hard to find Korean EFL learners having difficulties in comprehending authentic speeches, although they learn English in schools for ten years. Among many factors that cause the difficulties, speech rate has been known a factor that affects L2 listening comprehension and CSAT listening comprehension part tends not to reflect the authentic speech rates. Therefore, this study analyzed the speech rate of CSAT listening comprehension. As a result, it was found that CSAT has exposed Korean EFL learners to listening input of which speech rate is comparatively slow, which makes it hard for Korean EFL to develop their ability to comprehend speeches in authentic listening situations. The results suggest that varying the degree of speech rate in CSAT listening comprehension can be a possible solution with the consideration of learning transfer and washback effects of CSAT. Varying degrees of the speech rate in CSAT is expected to provide Korean EFL learners with chances to be exposed to speech rates that they are expected to face in authentic listening situations with washback effects of CSAT. In addition, it will lead Korean EFL learners to be able to comprehend authentic speeches through learning transfer.
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