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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study investigated the implicit processes that English L1 speakers and Korean learners of L2 English undergo when they produce sentences describing motion events. On the basis of Talmy’s (2000a, 2000b) crosslinguistic typology of lexicalization patterns, it was hypothesized that Korean L1 speakers would use the strategy of conflating the path morpheme into a motion verb or having it adjoined to a ground reference rather than encoding it separately. Experimental data were collected from 62 Korean learners of L2 English at different proficiency levels and 11 English L1 speakers. They were presented with motion-related words or word groups in various sequences and asked to assemble them orally into complete sentences. The results indicated that L1 lexicalization patterns did influence L2 sentence production, with L2 proficiency as a moderating variable. Korean learners of L2 English responded more quickly when a motion verb and a path satellite were presented in pairs than when they were presented as discrete units. This tendency, however, was strong only among lower-intermediate learners, while more advanced learners showed a similar pattern to that of English L1 speakers, suggesting that L1 transfer occurs at the level of morphological processing as well as at lexical selection, though its extent is limited.
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