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            초록
          
        

        
          Since adopting an absolute scale in the College Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT) as of 2017, the CSAT English exam has been in the spotlight for its sheer foreseeable consequences that are not perfectly tailored enough to rank test-takers, drastically lower students’ English savvy, and in turn, inevitably undermine the status of the English language as a core subject. Despite the global pandemic’s impact on educational attainment, worse, the 2022 CSAT English test-takers have lately witnessed a sharp rise in the test’s perceived difficulty compared to the previous year, thereby earning the test the moniker of a ‘hellacious exam.’ Thus, this study aims to delve into the factors that may have caused an increase in its perceived difficulty in the three dimensions: vocabulary load, syntactic pattern density, and information load pertinent to text complexity. To that end, comparable corpora were created using three different CSAT-related texts–the 2022 CSAT English texts, official CSAT test-prep workbooks by EBS, and top-ranked CSAT test-prep materials by commercial publishers–for a corpus-based comparative analysis confined only to gap-filling inference question items with high test difficulties. The results attested no statistically significant difference in any of the three categories, meaning that the text difficulty of the 2022 CSAT English is remarkably similar to just what test-takers have been exposed to in conventional academic settings. Despite the relatively acceptable level of vocabulary variety, syntactic density, and even reduced text complexity, the vast gulf between the ‘genuine’ difficulty and the ‘perceived’ difficulty might have been attributed to insufficient basic core academic skills in English and low text familiarity driven by the EBS materials indirectly linked to the CSAT. Implications will be discussed hinged upon the findings.
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