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            Abstract
          
        

        
          South Korean universities have increased the number of native English-speaking lecturers/teachers (NEST) to assist students with their language learning goals, improve university rankings, and support cultural awareness. To better understand student perceptions of NESTs and how student perceptions can improve future teaching quality, this study investigates the beliefs of freshmen English majors pertaining to attitude and motivation when attending English courses taught by NESTs. Perceptions pertain to benefits, satisfaction, English self-efficacy, negative affect, and expected qualities with NESTs courses. The study followed a survey design on a group of 40 English majors attending their first year of university. Results showed that students held generally high levels of positive perceptions towards NESTs, with the highest levels relating to satisfaction and benefits with NEST taught classes. Contrarily, negative affect produced the lowest level among the measured variables. Satisfaction with NESTs showed statistically significant relationships with all variables of interest, except negative affect. Through rank-order analysis of the survey items, a more nuanced understanding of how students perceive NEST taught courses is provided. This study offers implications for NESTs and recommendations for implementing best teaching practices.
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