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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This paper discusses the claim that parasitic gaps can repair otherwise ungrammatical strings to make them better. Culicover and Winkler (2022) argue that the so-called repair by parasitic gaps (RPG) effect is nothing but a syntactic illusion; rather, it should be perceived as a mechanism aimed at diminishing the burden of more resource-intensive processing. They demonstrate that grammaticality is enhanced by replacing the real gap in the subject with a parasitic gap and placing the real gap in a position previously occupied by the "uninvited guest" in the matrix clause. This paper shows that their uninvited guest hypothesis has both over and undergeneration problems. To overcome the difficulties, this paper argues that syntactic analysis is more plausible from derivational perspectives. In particular, this paper proposes that the derivationally dynamic phasehood can provide a better solution to the effect that can further cover the examples with strong island constraints like the LBC and the Adjunct Condition. In the end, if the findings of this paper prove to be accurate, it contributes to the ongoing endeavor of integrating discourse-pragmatic factors into syntax. This integration leads to what can be seen as syntacticization, representing an advanced stage of autonomous syntax.
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