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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study aims to explore ways of bridging the gap between pronunciation research and teaching practices by evaluating learners’ pronunciation proficiency through the assessment of the efficacy of two established pronunciation rating dimensions: nativelikeness and comprehensibility, with the goal of applying these dimensions in language classrooms. Speech samples from 35 Korean speakers of English were rated by 10 native English listeners in terms of pronunciation nativelikeness and comprehensibility. These samples were then analyzed for various prosodic speech characteristics, including prominence occurrence, pitch variation, pause occurrence, speech planning size, and speech rate. Subsequently, the speakers were clustered using k-means, and statistical tests were conducted using R to reveal the adequacy of evaluating learners’ pronunciation proficiency based on the two pronunciation rating dimensions. The results showed that each speech factor correlated with pronunciation ratings to varying degrees, with pitch variation being statistically insignificant. Speech planning size demonstrated a stronger correlation with comprehensibility than with pronunciation nativelikeness. Pronunciation proficiency levels clustered based on the two rating dimensions revealed distinctive speech characteristics among the clusters, suggesting the effective implementation of these dimensions in pronunciation teaching practice.
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