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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The present study aims to investigate to what extent and how consonant cluster simplification occurs in L1 Korean and L2 English coda consonant clusters. To this end, four types of coda clusters, including /lp/ and /lk/ were examined with Korean speakers in two ultrasound imaging experiments. Experiment 1 showed that the variability patterns in the production of coda clusters emerged, including three types of variants for /lk/ (e.g., “partial velar,” “full velar,” and “zero velar” and two types of variants for /lp/ sequences (e.g., /l/-deletion and /p/-deletion). Their realization patterns varied depending on cluster type and individual speakers. “Partial velar” variants, particularly, are indicative of gestural hiding and gestural overlap inducing articulated but inaudible consonant clusters. Experiment 2 demonstrated that no-deletion variants were more dominant than deletion forms, along with hyperarticulation variants for English CC clusters (43% vs. 37% vs 20%). These findings provide support for gradient realizations of /CCC/ clusters in L2 English such as /ptk, ktp, lpt, lkt/, depending on cluster type and L2 speakers. Compared to the production of L1 Korean CCC, “no-deletion” variants were elicited more frequently, showing the exemplars of gestural hiding and gestural overlap.
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