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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Korean and English have distinct prosodic systems. Due to these differences, Korean learners of English may have difficulty perceiving prosodic boundaries and tones. To this end, the present study investigates the perception of prosodic boundaries by Korean learners of English compared with native English speakers using public speech. As perception can be influenced by the speech style of the speaker, we first examined the production of prosodic boundaries and tones by a native English speaker in the stimulus materials and observed five boundary types (prosodic word, L-, H-, L-L%, and H-H%). Next, we examined the perception of prosodic boundaries in relation to prosodic strength (prosodic word, intermediate phrase, and intonational phrase) and boundary tones (high tone and low tone) by native English speakers and Korean learners of English. The two groups of listeners differed significantly in that Korean learners of English, compared with native English speakers, were more likely to perceive prosodic boundaries for the intonational phrase, especially one conveying a high tone (i.e., H-H%). These results suggest that Korean learners of English may (a) rely on a bottom-up process and (b) transfer L1 prosody to the perception of L2 prosody. This study calls for exposure to various speech styles during L2 prosody acquisition.
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