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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The current project investigates the production of the COVID-19 epidemic into a crisis from the perspective of Discursive News Values Analysis. Based on a corpus of COVID-19 news reports in The Korea Herald from 2023 to 2024, the study explicates what aspects of the pandemic are foregrounded and backgrounded and how lexico-grammatical choices contribute to shaping the way the virus is framed as a threat or a non-issue. The findings reveal that Negativity/Positivity, Proximity/Timeliness and Superlativeness are emphasized, working in concert with other news values to create a never-ending narrative of a threatening pathogen in the coverage. It is argued that, emphasizing these values, the reports provide no helpful information for the reader to reduce health risks and potentially distort the risk perceptions of the virus.
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