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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Territorial disputes in the South China Sea have escalated geopolitical tensions due to the region’s crucial shipping routes. Numerous incidents in this area have garnered international media attention, with various media outlets adopting different stances through their use of language. Thus, this study examines the ideological stance of Chinese news media on the South China Sea issue using appraisal theory, specifically focusing on the engagement subsystem. Using a corpus tool to analyze 20 news reports from China Daily published in March 2024, this study reveals that dialogic contraction is used more frequently than dialogic expansion. Additionally, the categories and subcategories of the engagement resource are distributed unevenly. These distribution patterns reveal how Chinese media employ rhetorical strategies to implicitly convey ideological stances, reflecting the dialogical nature of news discourse as described by Bakhtin (1981). The findings enhance our understanding of the media’s role in shaping ideological narratives. By highlighting the interplay between language, power, and ideology, it helps readers critically assess the implicit messages in Chinese news reports.
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