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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study investigates the language attitudes and perceptions of Korean business professionals with extensive experience in intercultural communication, focusing on their views of English as a lingua franca (ELF) from the perspective of sociocultural theory. Using thematic analysis of semi-structured interviews with nine Korean business professionals, the findings reveal three key themes: 1) perceptions of nativeness, 2) prioritisation of accommodation, and 3) conflicting views on ELF. While participants emphasised the importance of fluency in ELF, they did not equate fluency with native-like proficiency. Instead, they prioritised the ability to convey ideas in a more explicit and intelligible way over achieving a native-like accent or pronunciation. Participants also acknowledged linguistic diversity in ELF communication and skillfully employed both productive and receptive accommodation strategies. From a sociocultural theory perspective, ongoing social interactions and activities allow speakers to refine their actions and mediate relationships with others. The findings indicate that ELF speakers’ increasing intercultural experiences foster more flexible and accommodative linguistic behaviours, enhancing their awareness of language diversity and complexity in ELF contexts.
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