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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This paper investigates the diachronic aspects of a relatively understudied type of special wh-questions in English: how dare questions (HDQs), as in How dare you do this to me? Based on extensive corpus data from EEBO (Early English Books Online, 1470s–1690s) and COHA (Corpus of Historical American English, 1820s–2010s), we demonstrate that while HDQs in Early Modern English show morpho-syntactic and complement variation—including the use of various inflected forms of dare—those in Present-day English overwhelmingly favor the uninflected form dare that takes a bare infinitive as their complement. Building on the historical shifts of HDQs, they are argued to have undergone grammatical constructionalization, which is characterized by three interrelated changes: increased syntactic productivity, increased schematicity, and decreased compositionality (or increased idiomaticity). This diachronic perspective sheds light on the evolution of HDQs into an idiomatic construction in recent usage.
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