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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This mixed-methods study investigated Korean college EFL learners’ perceptions and behavioral intentions toward AI-enabled language learning applications. A survey based on the Technology Acceptance Model and Theory of Planned Behavior was administered to 196 Korean university students, with model validation using 370 Chinese students. Structural equation modeling revealed a six-factor model with Perceived Usefulness, Attitude toward AI Use, and Subjective Norm significantly predicting behavioral intention, explaining 68% of the variance. The analysis confirmed the importance of social factors and positive attitudes in AI adoption decisions. Qualitative findings revealed a significant attitude-behavior gap. While students expressed favorable views toward AI language tools, their usage focused on basic functions: translation (60.3%) and grammar checking (20.6%), with limited engagement in advanced AI platforms (17.5%). Participants expressed high expectations for real-time feedback, pronunciation support, and personalized guidance. Results suggest Korean EFL learners possess positive attitudes toward AI-enhanced language learning but demonstrate limited utilization of sophisticated AI capabilities. The study highlights the need for targeted interventions to bridge the gap between current basic usage and AI’s pedagogical potential, emphasizing the importance of practical training and social support in promoting comprehensive AI adoption in Korean educational contexts.
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