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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Fluent reading, characterized by accuracy, speed, and a natural rhythm in learners’ oral reading, represents the ultimate objective of reading instruction in a second language (L2) context. Achieving this fluency necessitates automatic word recognition as well as the seamless construction of meaning. Although such efficiency is typically developed through extensive reading experiences, the processes by which individual learners develop reading fluency remain underexplored. This study aims to seeks to understand the ways in which learners’ reading experiences influence their fluency development. To achieve this, the semi-structured interview was conducted for 22 Korean EFL high school students along with the reading fluency measurement. The qualitative analysis of the interview revealed how the involvement in L2 reading, steadiness of learning L2 linguistic knowledge, and motivation in learning and reading in L2 influenced students’ reading fluency development. By incorporating appropriately leveled books into fluency-focused reading classes, educators can facilitate learners’ progression toward becoming fluent L2 readers.
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