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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study examines the semantic prosody of lexical bundles in Maritime Legal English texts, a subset of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) that requires precise and discipline-specific expression. The research focuses on provide, cause, and effect, analyzing their evaluative meanings across Case Law, Document, Legislation, and Academic genres using the Maritime Legal English Corpus. Text dispersion-based keyword analysis and a keyword lexical bundle framework are used to compare semantic prosody of these words with general English patterns from the BNC Baby corpus. The findings reveal distinct differences between general English and Maritime Legal English, as well as those among the four genres. Provide and effect show positive or neutral prosody, while cause predominantly displays negative prosody. These insights enhance the understanding of evaluative meaning in legal discourse and carry important implications for ESP pedagogy, legal language instruction, and corpus-based research by highlighting genre-specific encoding of evaluative meaning.

        

      

      
        Keywords: 
semantic prosody, lexical bundles, text dispersion-based keyword analysis, Maritime Legal English, genre analysis

      

    

    

  
    
      References
      
        
          	
          	
        

        
          	
            
              1. 
            
          
          	Austin, J. L. 1962. How to Do Things with Words. Oxford University Press.
        

        
          	
            
              2. 
            
          
          	Bhatia, V. K. 1993. Analysing Genre: Language Use in Professional Settings. Longman.
        

        
          	
            
              3. 
            
          
          	Biber, D., S. Conrad and V. Cortes. 2004. If you look at…: Lexical bundles in university teaching and textbooks. Applied Linguistics 25, 371-405.
			[https://doi.org/10.1093/applin/25.3.371]
		
        

        
          	
            
              4. 
            
          
          	Biber, D., S. Johansson, G. Leech, S. Conrad and E. Finegan. 1999. Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English. Pearson.
        

        
          	
            
              5. 
            
          
          	Breeze, R. 2013. Lexical bundles across legal genres. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 18(2), 216-240.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.18.2.03bre]
		
        

        
          	
            
              6. 
            
          
          	Chen, Y. H. and P. Baker. 2010. Lexical bundles in L1 and L2 academic writing. Language Learning & Technology 14(2), 30-49.
			[https://doi.org/10.64152/10125/44213]
		
        

        
          	
            
              7. 
            
          
          	Cortes, V. 2004. Lexical bundles in published and student disciplinary writing: Examples from history and biology. English for Specific Purposes 23(4), 397-423.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2003.12.001]
		
        

        
          	
            
              8. 
            
          
          	Coxhead, A. and P. Byrd. 2007. Preparing writing teachers to teach the vocabulary and grammar of academic prose. Journal of Second Language Writing 16, 129-147.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2007.07.002]
		
        

        
          	
            
              9. 
            
          
          	Egbert, J. and D. Biber. 2019. Incorporating text dispersion into keyword analyses. Corpora 14(1), 77-104.
			[https://doi.org/10.3366/cor.2019.0162]
		
        

        
          	
            
              10. 
            
          
          	Firth, J. R. 1957. Papers in Linguistics 1934-1951. Oxford University Press.
        

        
          	
            
              11. 
            
          
          	Garzone, G. 2018. Scientific knowledge and legislative drafting: Focus on surrogacy laws. Lingue Culture Mediazioni / Languages Cultures Mediation 5(1), 9-36.
			[https://doi.org/10.7358/lcm-2018-001-garz]
		
        

        
          	
            
              12. 
            
          
          	Hong, S. C. 2012. An n-gram analysis of Maritime English. Language Science Research 61, 283-302.
        

        
          	
            
              13. 
            
          
          	Hunston, S. 2007. Semantic prosody revisited. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 12(2), 249-268.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.12.2.09hun]
		
        

        
          	
            
              14. 
            
          
          	Hunston, S. and G. Thompson. 2000. Evaluation in Text: Authorial Stance and the Construction of Discourse. Oxford University Press.
			[https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198238546.001.0001]
		
        

        
          	
            
              15. 
            
          
          	Hyland, K. 2008. Academic clusters: Text patterning in published and postgraduate writing. International Journal of Applied Linguistics 18, 41-62.
			[https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1473-4192.2008.00178.x]
		
        

        
          	
            
              16. 
            
          
          	Jalali, H., A. E. Rasekh and M. T. Rizi. 2009. Anticipatory “it” lexical bundles in applied linguistics research articles, master’s dissertations, and doctoral theses. International Journal of Language Society and Culture 28, 72-79.
        

        
          	
            
              17. 
            
          
          	Jalali, Z. S., M. R. Moini and M. A. Arani, 2015. Structural and functional analysis of lexical bundles in medical research articles: A corpus-based study. International Journal of Information Sciences and Management 13(1), 51-69.
        

        
          	
            
              18. 
            
          
          	Jhang, S. E., S. Kim and Y. Qi. 2018. Lexical bundles in ESP writing: Marine accident investigation reports. Linguistic Research 35(Special Edition), 105-135.
			[https://doi.org/10.17250/khisli.35..201809.005]
		
        

        
          	
            
              19. 
            
          
          	Jhang, S. E. and H. J. Byun. 2011. A corpus-based lexical analysis of Maritime English. The New Korean Journal of English Language and Literature 53(4), 247-268.
			[https://doi.org/10.25151/nkje.2011.53.4.012]
		
        

        
          	
            
              20. 
            
          
          	Jhang, S. E. and S. Lee. 2013a. Collocational networks and semantic preference: A case study of near synonyms of Maritime English vocabulary. Proceedings of the 2014 Spring Conference, 31-46.
        

        
          	
            
              21. 
            
          
          	Jhang, S. E. and S. Lee. 2013b. Clusters and key clusters in the Maritime English Corpus. Journal of Language Sciences 20(4), 199-219.
        

        
          	
            
              22. 
            
          
          	Louw, B. 1993. Irony in the text or insincerity in the writer? The diagnostic potential of semantic prosodies. In M. Baker, G. Francis and E. Tognini-Bonelli, eds., Text and Technology: In Honour of John Sinclair, 157-176. John Benjamins.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/z.64.11lou]
		
        

        
          	
            
              23. 
            
          
          	Mahlberg, M. 2007. Lexical Cohesion and Corpus Linguistics: Investigating Lexical Phrases in Texts. Continuum.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.11.3.08mah]
		
        

        
          	
            
              24. 
            
          
          	Morley, J. and A. Partington. 2009. A few things you didn’t know about semantic prosody. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 14(2), 139-158.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.14.2.01mor]
		
        

        
          	
            
              25. 
            
          
          	Mudraya, O. 2006. Engineering English: A lexical frequency instructional model. English for Specific Purposes 25(2), 235-256.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2005.05.002]
		
        

        
          	
            
              26. 
            
          
          	Nesi, H. and H. Basturkmen. 2006. Lexical bundles and discourse signalling in academic lectures. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 11(3), 283-304.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/ijcl.11.3.04nes]
		
        

        
          	
            
              27. 
            
          
          	Partington, A. 1998. Patterns and Meanings: Using Corpora for English Language Research and Teaching. John Benjamins.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/scl.2]
		
        

        
          	
            
              28. 
            
          
          	Partington, A. 2004. Corpora and discourse, a most congruous beast. In A. Partington, J. Morley and L. Haarman Eds., Corpora and Discourse, 11-20. Peter Lang.
        

        
          	
            
              29. 
            
          
          	Partington, A. 2014. Evaluating Evaluation: A corpus-assisted Study of Evaluative Language in Academic Discourse. Bloomsbury.
        

        
          	
            
              30. 
            
          
          	Qi, Y. 2019. Syntactic and Semantic Patterns of Domain-specific Multiword Units in Marine Accident Investigation Reports, Unpublished doctoral dissertation. Korea Maritime & Ocean University.
        

        
          	
            
              31. 
            
          
          	Salazar, D. 2010. Lexical bundles in Philippine and British scientific English. Philippine Journal of Linguistics 41, 94-109.
        

        
          	
            
              32. 
            
          
          	Scott, M. 1997. WordSmith Tools (Version 3.0). Oxford University Press.
        

        
          	
            
              33. 
            
          
          	Scott, M. 2020. WordSmith Tools (Version 8.0). Lexical Analysis Software. https://www.lexically.net/wordsmith/
        

        
          	
            
              34. 
            
          
          	Searle, J. R. 1969. Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language. Cambridge University Press.
			[https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139173438]
		
        

        
          	
            
              35. 
            
          
          	Shin, Y. K. 2020. Evaluative prosody and semantic preference: Extending the analysis of recurrent multiword sequences. English for Specific Purposes 59, 45-58.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2019.10.003]
		
        

        
          	
            
              36. 
            
          
          	Simpson-Vlach, R. and N. C. Ellis. 2010. An academic formulas list (AFL). Applied Linguistics 31(4), 487-512.
			[https://doi.org/10.1093/applin/amp058]
		
        

        
          	
            
              37. 
            
          
          	Sinclair, J. 1991. Corpus, Concordance, Collocation. Oxford University Press.
        

        
          	
            
              38. 
            
          
          	Sinclair, J. 2004. Trust the Text: Language, Corpus and Discourse. Routledge.
			[https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203594070]
		
        

        
          	
            
              39. 
            
          
          	Stewart, D. 2010. Semantic Prosody: A Critical Evaluation. Routledge.
			[https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203870075]
		
        

        
          	
            
              40. 
            
          
          	Stubbs, M. 1995. Collocations and semantic profiles: On the cause of the trouble with quantitative studies. Functions of Language 2(1), 23-55.
			[https://doi.org/10.1075/fol.2.1.03stu]
		
        

        
          	
            
              41. 
            
          
          	Stubbs, M. 1996. Text and Corpus Analysis: Computer-assisted Studies of Language and Culture. Blackwell.
        

        
          	
            
              42. 
            
          
          	Stubbs, M. 2005. Words and Phrases: Corpus Studies of Lexical Semantics. Blackwell.
        

        
          	
            
              43. 
            
          
          	Trosborg, A. 1995. Interlanguage Pragmatics: Requests, Complaints and Apologies. Mouton de Gruyter.
			[https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110885286]
		
        

        
          	
            
              44. 
            
          
          	Valipoor, L. 2010. A Corpus-based Study of Words and Bundles in Chemistry Research Articles, Unpublished master’s thesis. University of Kashan.
        

        
          	
            
              45. 
            
          
          	Xiao, R. and T. McEnery. 2006. Collocation, semantic prosody, and near synonymy. International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 11(2), 205-237.
        

        
          	
            
              46. 
            
          
          	Zhang, G. 2025. Keyword lexical bundles in maritime legal genres: A text dispersion-based approach. Journal of Language Sciences 32(1), 209-234.
			[https://doi.org/10.14384/kals.2025.32.1.209]
		
        

      

    

    

  OEBPS/images/25_0.


OEBPS/images/_common/images/crossref.gif





