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            Abstract
          
        

        
          As the use of high-stakes English tests grows world widely, people have interest in how to attain good test results within a short time. However, little is known about the long-term outcomes of preparation on test-taker identity. This study aims to report a case of the long-term impacts of high-stakes English test preparation on adult learners, especially those who return to English study after leaving mainstream education. It focuses on how these test-takers prepare for the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Academic exam to study abroad and how this process relates to their identity formation. Data consist of participants-interviews, documentation, field notes and research journal for six-months during the participants’ test preparation. The data analysis process followed Bryman’s (2004) qualitative analysis procedures. The study revealed a process of high-stakes outcomes involved in identity formation, showing how a potentially successful adult-learner becomes isolated and finally a dropout from test preparation: (1) life investment and professional identity; (2) English speaking and ashamed identity; (3) financial burden and unemployed identity; (4) student-alienation and test-score identity; (5) temptation and test preparation dropout. The findings suggest that test preparation may include not only acquiring methods for raising a score but also a process of forming test-taker identity. Also, students, instructors, policymakers, and other stakeholders should be informed of the long-term outcomes of high-stakes English test preparation, considering the issue of test-taker alienation.
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