
		
			[image: Cover image]
		

	
    
      
        
          	
          	
        

        
          	
        

        
          	
            [ Article ]
          
        

        
          	Korea Journal of English Language and Linguistics - Vol. 25, No. 0, pp.686-706
        

        
          	ISSN: 1598-1398			
					(Print)
				2586-7474			
					(Online)
				
        

        
          	Print  publication date  31 Jan 2025

        

        
          	Received  03 Jan 2025
Revised  21 Apr 2025
Accepted  14 May 2025

        

        
          	
            KJELL_2025_v25_686

            DOI: 
            https://doi.org/10.15738/kjell.25..202505.686
          
        

        
          	
            EFL Student Engagement with ChatGPT in College Reading Classes via Prompts and Perceptions
          
        

        
          	
            
              
                Hyejin Yang
              
            

          
        

        
          	Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Arts, Korea University of Technology and Education, Tel: 041-560-1661 hjyang1112@gmail.com

        

        
          	
            
          
        

        
          	
            


          
        

        
          	
© 2025 KASELL All rights reserved

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons License, which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.
        

        
          	
            

            

          
        

      

      
        
          	
          	
        

      

      
        
          
            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study explored EFL students’ interactions with ChatGPT, focusing on their prompting practices and perceptions towards ChatGPT in a college English class. A total of 36 university freshmen enrolled in English classes at a university participated in this study. Conversation logs from Weeks 4, 9, and 13 and Week 14 questionnaire responses were collected. Eleven prompt types were identified and analyzed for frequency, and Chi-squared tests examined prompt usage differences over time. Questionnaire data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and independent samples t-tests, while qualitative responses were interpreted using grounded theory to examine students’ opinions. Findings showed that students generated 11 prompt types, with information requests related to assigned passages being most frequent and increasing over time. Prompts for word definitions and sentence editing were also common, though their usage varied across three worksheets. Students revealed positive attitudes toward ChatGPT, valuing its fast responses, ease of use, and support for reading, writing, vocabulary, and grammar skills. However, challenges such as repetitive inquiry patterns, information overload from ChatGPT, and limited support for advanced grammar concepts were noted. The study underscores the importance of fostering prompt literacy in AI-supported language classes, helping students craft precise prompts and engage actively with ChatGPT. Despite limitations, the findings highlight ChatGPT’s potential as a supplementary tool for language learning. Future research should expand to diverse student groups, use standardized assessments, and conduct longitudinal studies to track changes in language proficiency and ChatGPT usage over time, further enhancing its integration into language education.

        

      

      
        Keywords: 
ChatGPT, generative AI, prompts, perceptions, college English

      

    

    

  
    
      Acknowledgments
      This paper was supported by the new professor research program of KOREATECH in 2023.

    

    

  
    
      References
      
        
          	
          	
        

        
          	
            
              1. 
            
          
          	Al-Garaady, J. and M. Mahyoob. 2023. ChatGPT’s capabilities in spotting and analyzing writing errors experienced by EFL learners. Arab World English Journal 9, 3-17.
			[https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/call9.1]
		
        

        
          	
            
              2. 
            
          
          	Allen, T. and A. Mizumoto. 2024. ChatGPT over my friends: Japanese EFL learners’ preferences for editing and proofreading strategies. RELC Journal, 1-18.
			[https://doi.org/10.1177/00336882241262533]
		
        

        
          	
            
              3. 
            
          
          	Anderson, N. J. 2003. Scrolling, clicking, and reading English: Online reading strategies in a second/foreign language, The Reading Matrix 3(3), 1-34.
        

        
          	
            
              4. 
            
          
          	Baidoo-Anu, D. and L. Owusu Ansah. 2023. Education in the era of generative artificial intelligence (AI): Understanding the potential benefits of ChatGPT in promoting teaching and learning. Journal of AI 7(1), 52-62.
			[https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4337484]
		
        

        
          	
            
              5. 
            
          
          	Bucol, J. L. and N. Sangkawong. 2024. Exploring ChatGPT as a writing assessment tool. Innovations in Education and Teaching International, 1-16.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/14703297.2024.2363901]
		
        

        
          	
            
              6. 
            
          
          	Cha, M. and H. Im. 2023. A Study on the Case of Using ChatGPT in General English Classes, Culture & Convergence 45(12), 175-184.
			[https://doi.org/10.33645/cnc.2023.12.45.12.175]
		
        

        
          	
            
              7. 
            
          
          	Chea, P. and Y. Xiao. 2024. Artificial intelligence in higher education: The power and damage of AI-assisted tools on academic English reading skills. Journal of General Education and Humanities 3(3), 287-306.
			[https://doi.org/10.58421/gehu.v3i3.242]
		
        

        
          	
            
              8. 
            
          
          	Choe, S. 2013. The Study on Traits Analysis of Adolescent Online Reader Based LESC Online Reading Comprehension Model, Journal of Reading Research 30, 169-224.
        

        
          	
            
              9. 
            
          
          	Choe, Y. 2023a. Exploring ChatGPT’s impact on the English summary writing of pre-service English teachers. Multimedia-Assisted Language Learning 26(2), 104-132.
        

        
          	
            
              10. 
            
          
          	Choe, Y. 2023b. Exploring perceptions of Korean pre-service English teachers on using ChatGPT in the English writing process. Journal of the Korea English Education Society 22(2), 243-262.
        

        
          	
            
              11. 
            
          
          	Çelik, F., C. Yangın Ersanlı, and G. Arslanbay. 2024. Does AI simplification of authentic blog texts improve reading comprehension, inferencing, and anxiety? A one-shot intervention in Turkish EFL context. International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning 25(3), 287-303.
			[https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v25i3.7779]
		
        

        
          	
            
              12. 
            
          
          	Ghafouri, M., J. Hassaskhah and A. Mahdavi-Zafarghandi. 2024. From virtual assistant to writing mentor: Exploring the impact of a ChatGPT-based writing instruction protocol on EFL teachers’ self-efficacy and learners’ writing skill. Language Teaching Research, 1-23.
			[https://doi.org/10.1177/13621688241239764]
		
        

        
          	
            
              13. 
            
          
          	Glaser, B. G. and A. L. Strauss. 1967. The Discovery of Grounded Theory. Aldine.
        

        
          	
            
              14. 
            
          
          	Gozali, I., A. R. T. Wijaya., A. Lie., B. Y. Cahyono and N. Suryati. 2024. ChatGPT as an Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE) Tool: Feedback Literacy Development and AWE Tools’ Integration Framework. JALT CALL Journal, 20(1), 1-22.
			[https://doi.org/10.29140/jaltcall.v20n1.1200]
		
        

        
          	
            
              15. 
            
          
          	Guo, K. and D. Wang. 2023. To resist it or to embrace it? Examining ChatGPT’s potential to support teacher feedback in EFL writing. Education and Information Technologies 29, 8435-8463.
			[https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-023-12146-0]
		
        

        
          	
            
              16. 
            
          
          	Han, H. 2023. A Qualitative Research on Exploring Consideration Factors for Educational Use of ChatGPT, The Journal of the Convergence on Culture Technology 9(4), 659-666.
        

        
          	
            
              17. 
            
          
          	Hassoulas, A., N. Powell, L. Roberts, K. Umla-Runge, L. Gray and M. Coffey. 2023. Investigating marker accuracy in differentiating between university scripts written by students and those produced using ChatGPT. Journal of Applied Learning & Teaching 6(2), 1-7.
			[https://doi.org/10.37074/jalt.2023.6.2.13]
		
        

        
          	
            
              18. 
            
          
          	Haugsbaken, H. and M. Hagelia. 2024. A New AI Literacy For The Algorithmic Age: Prompt Engineering Or Eductional Promptization?: 2024 4th International Conference on Applied Artificial Intelligence (ICAPAI).
			[https://doi.org/10.1109/ICAPAI61893.2024.10541229]
		
        

        
          	
            
              19. 
            
          
          	Hwang, Y. 2023. The emergence of generative AI and PROMPT literacy: Focusing on the use of ChatGPT and DALL-E for English education. Journal of the Korea English Education Society 22(2), 263-288.
        

        
          	
            
              20. 
            
          
          	Im, H. and M. Cha. 2024. The Effects of Online Reading Strategies on English Writing Strategies-The Mediating Effects of ChatGPT, Culture & Convergence 46(1), 529-537.
        

        
          	
            
              21. 
            
          
          	Jung, B. 2024. Artificial Intelligence and Future Society. Dongmunsa.
        

        
          	
            
              22. 
            
          
          	Karaman, M. R. and I. Goksu. 2024. Are lesson plans created by ChatGPT more effective? An experimental study. International Journal of Technology in Education 7(1), 107-127.
			[https://doi.org/10.46328/ijte.607]
		
        

        
          	
            
              23. 
            
          
          	Kim, T. 2023. A field study on the development of teaching materials for secondary English and its use of ChatGPT. Secondary Education Research 16(2), 207-218.
			[https://doi.org/10.20487/kasee.16.2.202305.207]
		
        

        
          	
            
              24. 
            
          
          	Kim, L. and N. Kim. 2024. Context-Based Prompt Selection Methodology to Enhance Performance in Prompt-Based Learning, Journal of The Korea Society of Computer and Information 29(4), 9-21.
        

        
          	
            
              25. 
            
          
          	Kooli, C. and N. Yusuf. 2024. Transforming Educational Assessment: Insights Into the Use of ChatGPT and Large Language Models in Grading. International Journal of Human–Computer Interaction 41(5), 1-12.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/10447318.2024.2338330]
		
        

        
          	
            
              26. 
            
          
          	Kostka, I. and R. Toncelli. 2023. Exploring Applications of ChatGPT to English Language Teaching: Opportunities, Challenges, and Recommendations, TESL-EJ 27(3).
			[https://doi.org/10.55593/ej.27107int]
		
        

        
          	
            
              27. 
            
          
          	Kwon, S. and Y. Lee. 2023. Investigating the performance of generative AI ChatGPT’s reading comprehension ability. Journal of the Korea English Education Society 22(2), 147-172.
        

        
          	
            
              28. 
            
          
          	Lee, H. S. and J. W. Yoo. 2024. Exploring college students’ educational experiences and perceptions of generative AI: The case of A University. Journal of Korea Contents Academy 24(1), 428-437.
			[https://doi.org/10.5392/JKCA.2024.24.01.428]
		
        

        
          	
            
              29. 
            
          
          	Lee, J. 2017. Relationships between EFL learners’ reading proficiency, motivation, and strategy use. Modern English Education 18(1), 97-117.
			[https://doi.org/10.18095/meeso.2017.18.1.05]
		
        

        
          	
            
              30. 
            
          
          	Lee, K. 2010. Improving self-efficacy and reading performance through individualized reading strategy instruction. Modern English Education 11(3), 40-54.
        

        
          	
            
              31. 
            
          
          	Lee, Y. 2023. Utilizing ChatGPT in Writing Poem in English, Studies in English Language & Literature 65(2), 23-46.
        

        
          	
            
              32. 
            
          
          	Liang, Y., D. Zou, H. Xie and F. L. Wang. 2023. Exploring the potential of using ChatGPT in physics education. Smart Learning Environments 10(1), 52-71.
			[https://doi.org/10.1186/s40561-023-00273-7]
		
        

        
          	
            
              33. 
            
          
          	Megahed, F. M., Y. J. Chen, J. Ferris, S. Knoth and L. A. Jones-Farmer. 2023. How generative AI models such as ChatGPT can be (mis)used in SPC practice, education, and research? An exploratory study. Quality Engineering 36(2), 287–315.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/08982112.2023.2206479]
		
        

        
          	
            
              34. 
            
          
          	Meniado, J. 2016. Metacognitive Reading Strategies, Motivation, and Reading Comprehension Performance of Saudi EFL Students. English Language Teaching 9(3), 117-129.
			[https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v9n3p117]
		
        

        
          	
            
              35. 
            
          
          	Mizumoto, A., N. Shintani, M. Sasaki and M. F. Teng. 2024. Testing the viability of ChatGPT as a companion in L2 writing accuracy assessment. Research Methods in Applied Linguistics 3(2), 1-15.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmal.2024.100116]
		
        

        
          	
            
              36. 
            
          
          	Oh, H. 2013. The effect of self-efficacy on the use of vocabulary learning strategies and achievement. Modern English Education 14(1), 153-176.
        

        
          	
            
              37. 
            
          
          	Oh, K. 2023. A study on the case of using ChatGPT & learners’ perception in college liberal arts writing. Korean Journal of General Education 17(3), 11-23.
			[https://doi.org/10.46392/kjge.2023.17.3.11]
		
        

        
          	
            
              38. 
            
          
          	Park, J. 2015. Students’ perception toward extensive reading in ESL contexts. Modern English Education 16(3), 117-136.
			[https://doi.org/10.18095/meeso.2015.16.3.06]
		
        

        
          	
            
              39. 
            
          
          	Punar Özçelik, N. and G. Yangın Ekşi. 2024. Cultivating writing skills: the role of ChatGPT as a learning assistant—a case study. Smart Learning Environments 11(1), 10-28.
			[https://doi.org/10.1186/s40561-024-00296-8]
		
        

        
          	
            
              40. 
            
          
          	Rahman, Md. M. and Y. Watanobe. 2023. ChatGPT for education and research: Opportunities, threats, and strategies. Applied Sciences 13(9), 5783-5804.
			[https://doi.org/10.3390/app13095783]
		
        

        
          	
            
              41. 
            
          
          	Ro, E. and H. Kim. 2022. The effects of extensive reading on young Korean students’ construction development. International Review of Applied Linguistics in Language Teaching 60(4), 957-981.
			[https://doi.org/10.1515/iral-2019-0076]
		
        

        
          	
            
              42. 
            
          
          	Sallam, M. 2023. ChatGPT Utility in Health Care Education, Research, and Practice: Systematic Review on the Promising Perspectives and Valid Concern. Healthcare 11(6), 887-907.
			[https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare11060887]
		
        

        
          	
            
              43. 
            
          
          	Shim, D. and H. Kim. 2024. The effects of using ChatGPT as a feedback tool on high school students’ English writing. Multimedia-Assisted Language Learning 27(1), 25-50.
        

        
          	
            
              44. 
            
          
          	Shin, D. 2023. Utilizing ChatGPT in guided writing activities. Journal of the Korea English Education Society 22(2), 197-217.
        

        
          	
            
              45. 
            
          
          	Shin, D., and J. H. Lee. 2024. Exploratory study on the potential of ChatGPT as a rater of second language writing. Education and Information Technologies 29, 24735-24757.
			[https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-024-12817-6]
		
        

        
          	
            
              46. 
            
          
          	Song, C. and Y. Song. 2023. Enhancing academic writing skills and motivation: assessing the efficacy of ChatGPT in AI-assisted language learning for EFL students. Frontiers in Psychology 14,1260843-1260857.
			[https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1260843]
		
        

        
          	
            
              47. 
            
          
          	Su, Y., Y. Lin and C. Lai. 2023. Collaborating with ChatGPT in argumentative writing classrooms. Assessing Writing 57, 100752-100763.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.asw.2023.100752]
		
        

        
          	
            
              48. 
            
          
          	Suk, N. 2016. Teacher and student perceptions of extensive reading activities. Modern English Education 17(1), 69-88.
			[https://doi.org/10.18095/meeso.2016.17.1.04]
		
        

        
          	
            
              49. 
            
          
          	Teng, M. F. 2023. Scientific writing, reviewing, and editing for open-access TESOL journals: The role of ChatGPT. International Journal of TESOL Studies 5, 87-91.
        

        
          	
            
              50. 
            
          
          	Wang, T., B. D. Lund, A. Marengo, A. Pagano, N. R. Mannuru, Z. A. Teel and J. Pange. 2023. Exploring the Potential Impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on International Students in Higher Education: Generative AI, Chatbots, Analytics, and International Student Success. Applied Sciences 13(11), 6716-6731.
			[https://doi.org/10.3390/app13116716]
		
        

        
          	
            
              51. 
            
          
          	Wang, X. and Y. Feng. 2023. An experimental study of ChatGPT-assisted improvement of Chinese college students’ English reading skills: A case study of Dear Life. International Conference on Education Technology and Computers, 21–26.
			[https://doi.org/10.1145/3629296.3629300]
		
        

        
          	
            
              52. 
            
          
          	Woo, D. J., D. Wang, K. Guo and H. Susanto. 2024. Teaching EFL students to write with ChatGPT: Students’ motivation to learn, cognitive load, and satisfaction with the learning process. Education and Information Technologies 29, 24963-24990.
			[https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-024-12819-4]
		
        

        
          	
            
              53. 
            
          
          	Yamashita, J. 2013. Effects of extensive reading on reading attitudes in a foreign language. Reading in a Foreign Language 25(2), 248-263.
        

        
          	
            
              54. 
            
          
          	Yan, D. 2023. Impact of ChatGPT on learners in a L2 writing practicum: An exploratory investigation. Education and Information Technologies 28(11), 13943-13967.
			[https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-023-11742-4]
		
        

        
          	
            
              55. 
            
          
          	Yüzlü, M.Y. 2024. The impact of ChatGPT on vocabulary learning in L3 German class. Journal of Higher Education and Science 14(2), 339-348.
			[https://doi.org/10.5961/higheredusci.1417301]
		
        

        
          	
            
              56. 
            
          
          	Zhai, X. 2023. ChatGPT: Reforming Education on Five Aspects. Shanghai Education. 16-17.
        

        
          	
            
              57. 
            
          
          	Zhang, J. 2023. Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Higher Education in the Perspective of Its Application of Transformation. Lecture Notes in Education Psychology and Public Media 2(1), 822-830.
			[https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7048/2/2022483]
		
        

      

    

    

  OEBPS/images/25_0.


OEBPS/images/_common/images/crossref.gif





