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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study examined the effect of lexical coverage (90%, 95%, 98%) on incidental vocabulary learning (IVL) in listening. Seventy-seven Korean EFL middle school students listened to passages in which coverage was manipulated by using pseudowords. Vocabulary knowledge (form, grammar, meaning) was measured immediately and after three weeks. Results showed a non-linear effect in that the 98% condition significantly outperformed the 90% condition, while the 90% and 95% groups showed no significant difference. Across dimensions of vocabulary knowledge, form and grammar were acquired more readily than meaning. A significant Coverage × Time × Dimension interaction revealed that for form and grammar knowledge, higher coverage led to better initial learning, but all groups experienced attrition over time. For meaning, only the 98% condition facilitated initial vocabulary learning, but this knowledge showed steep attrition. These findings suggest that near-complete coverage is needed for IVL, especially for acquiring meaning knowledge, in listening.
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