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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study examines how a novice English teacher’s emotions, professional identity, and pedagogy were negotiated across contrasting school districts in Seoul, Korea. Drawing on an ecological framework and narrative inquiry, the study traces the early career trajectory of a public middle-school teacher who began teaching in a multilingual and low-income district of Seoul and later transferred to a school in an affluent and predominantly monolingual district under the teacher rotation system. Three retrospective interviews formed the primary dataset, while selected blog entries and school materials were used to contextualize episodes discussed in the interviews. In her account of the first school, initial emotions of confusion and frustration were gradually transformed into care, fulfillment, and growing pedagogical confidence through sustained interactions with students and supportive school contexts. These emotional experiences played a key role in shaping the teacher’s emerging identity as a caring motivator. The transition to the second school constituted a major ecological shift characterized by emotional shock and a reorientation of teaching practices toward content-focused instruction. The emotional and pedagogical shifts led her to negotiate her professional identity as a content specialist. This study suggests that language teacher emotions and identities are ecologically situated and dynamically reconfigured in response to unequal educational environments. It concludes that unequal school ecologies can condition how teachers perceive the value of different forms of professional expertise.
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