Korean Journal of English Language and Linguistics
Vol. 20, May 2020, 122-140
10.15738/kjell.20..202005.122

Folo] et o4 eh

Joh, Yoon—kyoung. 2020. Woman metaphor in the English language. Korean Journal of
English Language and Linguistics 20, 122—140. This paper examines woman metaphors
collected from Corpus of Contemporary American English in an attempt to overcome
limitations of previous studies on woman metaphors. Previously, woman metaphors were
examined out of the context from the perspective of men. Also, woman metaphors in
previous studies were focused on either the source domain or the target domain as
well as limited to conventional metaphors. Thus, this study tries to look at cases using
woman both as the source domain and as the target domain including non—conventional
metaphors through data which are not biased by any specific gender and are considered
under the context. The investigation reveals many interesting observations and insights,
in the respect that they can be classified based on great chain of beings, where
singularity or plurality of the source domain or the target domain plays an important
role. Also, it is found that the observations of this paper are further supported by a
survey examination on woman metaphors.

Keywords: great chain of being, plurality, singularity, source domain, target domain,
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gy BAARQ = oA B =wo ATHYE WEs] & Zavt k. B ATy
AFFA = ASF7F HElUE 274 EdE (metaphoric expressions)S EF X A7
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o] adollA= 4 7]Eol Kovecses(2006)7F Fofe] H|&o] Sof YEhhes o9

s Wl ARES =9gsta 19 2 7ddx ETstn SAHES ARt
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AA, Kovecses(2006)= (1) 22 A& &3 golo H|&Fo] Foa ool AlE=E
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WOMEN ARE OBJECTS/SUBSTANCES: she—thing; sweet stuff; sweet thing
WOMEN ARE COMMODITIES: article; dress goods; package; piece of dry
goods; piece of goods; piece of merchandise

WOMEN ARE PLAYTHINGS: doll/dollie/dolly; job; toy; plaything
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WOMEN ARE PROSTITUTES: floozy; sailor bait; tart; whore; zosh
WOMEN ARE FEMALE SERVANTS: witch

WOMEN ARE GENTLEWOMEN (SOCIALLY PRESTIGIOUS WOMEN):
dame; ma'am; marm; milady;

damn—sel; gentledame; lady (any woman);

miss;, missie; missis; missiz
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WOMEN ARE ANIMALS: animal
WOMEN ARE FEMALE ANIMALS: cow; mare

c. WOMEN ARE YOUNG FEMALE MAMMALS: filly; heifer
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. WOMEN ARE BIRDS: biddy; bird GB; canary; chick;

J18| =

. WOMEN ARE SMALL FURRY ANIMALS: bunny; kitten; mouse; pet, pussy

cat
chickabiddy; chickadee;

chicken; chicky; duckling; fuss and feathers; grouse; hen; pigeon; quail;

wren
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(4) a. WOMEN ARE FOOD: dish
b. WOMEN ARE WHITE MEAT TO EAT: chuck of (white) meat; piece of
(white) meat; tuna; white meat
c. WOMEN ARE DARK MEAT TO EAT: cunt meat; hunk of woman
d. WOMEN ARE APPETIZING (SWEET) FOOD: buttercup; cookie; cream puff;
honey; honey—bun; honey—bunny; puff; sugar cookie; sugar; sweet; sweet
mama;, sweet meat; sweet momma; sweet patootie; sweet stuff, sweet

thing; sweetheart; sweets; sweetums

v WA 52 Kovecses(2006)= X AAE S odo] AL &S =
=, Aozt e W 7P |44 dA4E 5 s idoel vl A/ sy E A, 2Ela
Ztol7| & EEE ofolo] g olgk= Aot

(5) a. WOMEN ARE MOTHERS: mama/mamma; momma; mommer
b. WOMEN ARE SISTERS: sis/siss; sister
c. WOMEN ARE CHILDREN/INFANTS: babe; baby doll; baby; daughter; girl;
girlie/girly; sweet baby

d. WOMEN ARE OLD WOMEN: old girl
e. WOMEN ARE YOUNG WOMEN: baby; doll; girl
O HA E5 =2 Kovecses(2006)= W3k 22 oo AAl dF-2 & o4& %4
S dEL ANGT Qi olYld B ogel e AH ;P TAE Fu
it TR 53 olel@ RRs} o) W] b RRe AEsEE de o] uAl wA
%S 2F4ol7] Bue SF2Qd WAYUS ZIxsta dvke Aot F, ode A4
N, SR, JhE, 9ol BE T el Fo| A4S gws] Frh: glelt)
(6) a. VAGINA FOR WOMAN: cooz; crack; cunt; fish; gash; oyster; piece of tail;

pussy, pussycat; snatch; splittail; tail; tuna

b. FEMALE PUBLIC HAIR FOR WOMAN: bit a fluff; fluff; bush; frill; muff;
wool

. BREASTS FOR WOMAN: tits; titty

. BUTTOCKS FOR WOMAN: butt; pattotie

. ANKLE FOR WOMAN: ankle

LEG FOR WOMAN: leg

R =
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(7) a. ASSUMED TYPICAL QUALITY FOR WOMEN: fluff; frail; frail femme; frail

sister; frail Susie
b. ASSUMED TYPICAL VERBAL ACTIVITY BY WOMEN FOR WOMEN:
shouter (US, a criminal’s girlfriend)

. ASSUMED TYPICAL CLOTHING FOR WOMEN: skirt
. ASSUMED ANCESTRY OF WOMEN FOR WOMEN: piece of Eve’s flesh
TYPICAL FIRST NAME FOR ALL WOMEN: eve/evie; jane; jenny/Jenny;
Jill; Kate; Maud; Nell; Nelly; Sheila; susie/Susie
f. BEAUTY FOR WOMEN: angel; bimbo; cutems; cuteness; cutie; fair
g. STUPIDITY FOR WOMEN: bimbo; dumb blonde
h. WORD FOR WOMAN IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE/ETHNIC GROUP FOR ALL

WOMEN: fem; femme; femmie; frau; muchacha; squaw
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Kittay (1988)%& w4
e 2e As o
AT FaG o= AT F2 H(the earth), ‘ﬂ]"ﬂr(the sea), 32| AIQ (the hurricane), 12
(truth), AF(freedom or liberty)7} Atz GA3F T B, Kittay(1988)+= o] Hol A
o] o] 2dYggder Yeyes A5 dE =71 fdl okl AlE AAlskL Tt o] Al
= Wordsworth7} 2 “Ode, Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early
Childhood” Al9] dF-F- o7 o] Al oA X+ =& w(Earth)S 3420 o™y (mother)
24 QA 9l AA(nature)> A2 WEFH+= HE(nurse) 2 A HI A= AL
T At

So] A4o] AFAY APshe R F& ASAAY A5
+ ) 4 4

¥ Ay

(8) Earth fills her lap with pleasure of her own,
Yearnings she hath in her own natural kind,
And, even with something of a Mother’s mind,
And no unworthy aim,

The homely nurse doth all she can
To maker her Foster—child, her Innate Man,
Forget the glories he hath known,

And that imperial palace whence he came

SAR 98] AFoAE BAHOR BT & Ui AL Kittay(1988) 5 oY &f2
@ 9 ANE 9GS AAH G A EAsHE 4o oA 2L T
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A1(1) A woman is a nemesis 4 4
A woman is man’s dark counterpart

A woman is other

217H(5) | A woman is modernism’s other

An educated woman is a worthless woman
strong woman 1S a woman weeping
woman is a bitch

woman is a bush

wanton woman is riped fruit

woman is torus.

woman is a pair of legs connected to a
pair of breasts

A woman is a pain in the ass

virtuous woman is a crown

woman is a tea bag

woman is a table

woman is a vessel

woman is a clock

woman is an excess yield

woman is the Earth

woman is the Moon

woman is a divinity

woman is a white collar beauty v
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(10) A reading list of Churchill, Mandela # Of late, Eu has read Churchill,
Mandela, and a raft of books on economic theory. She admires Aung Sang
Suu Kyi, the Burmese dissident. She remembers a line in Hillary Clinton’s
autobiography, from Eleanor Roosevelt, that “a woman is like a tea bag ...
you never know strong she is until you put her in hot water.” # She
recently read David Garrow’s biography of Martin Luther King Jr. “I like
King, I must say,” she says. (Christian Science Monitor 2006)
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(11) Housed in husks, formed in the luminous reach of Heaven, we have sewn our
own bones. Despite urgings to the contrary by the Catholic Church, we are
star stuff shaped by small animal noises, alien biology, yearnings in the folds
of our skin. Formed for conspiracy, we are tuning forks in tissue waiting to
sing. Woman is a clock with its bell to the ground, fastened to the earth, but
wound by the moon — keeping its silence, its marrow watch. (Womenwise
1995, 174 p. 9)
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(12) ool ZEPGeuA B4 3¢

CER o4 24 v | 234 | wed | 0
Women are objects meant to be owned V V
or possessed
Women are things to be taken v v
AVE(7) Women are goods v v
Women are property v v
Women are zeros v
Women are Earths v v
Women are diamonds Vv v
Women are whores v v
Women are prostitutes v v
Women are sluts v v
Women are liars v v
Women are wizards v v
S17H12) Women are nurturers v v
=T Women are healers v v
Women are life bringers v Vv
Women are mediators v v
Women are listeners v v
Women are consensus builders v v
Women are facilitators v v
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H
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A definition of a freak is a woman v v
Death is a woman v v
Innocence is a woman v v
A (8) Chastity is a woman v 4
= Charity is a woman v v
Justice is a woman v v
Nature is a woman v v
New York is a woman v v v
Aol Aol %8, w4, #7, A4, Ao, A, w87 g ABE] dl4el AYL
Wof olsls A S AR F4H ARE|ROnT oo ojuAiz Fojehz lofst
Fol AFE AlelollA o5 AMEEY wl§ FAFSE ovAE Zta Qva AdE = Qo
ojuf #|#e] go(definition) &} Fo-& ool wl-g- FAAQ oA = QA Y& H
oAFth 28y A9 (justice) 9t AL FAAR] 9] olmAE BHAFY. &3, &4, A
. 2R Aol g T 0@ )

Aol A9 Ao osEE AgE 1 AAE
g5l olge] ZFasold W $4HYU 5 YA
Yol BEGYOR et B
&

T TEX A FAA HAER JAE F Qe
W owrEe] A e gt 248 5 S AxH e vad 22 ™A AREEH A
o} 53] w&o] oAolgt= AL ol AAE WA FEES FAHCE vigE £ Q)
I FARORE HiEHE Tk QuE VeSS 9o Fa A S T4 ovAE BT
A2 Qo BEFEE T vkstH “You were impressed with the city’# 44 %3

(14) All right. Suzanne Vega, one more from you? Ms—VEGA: Yes, sure. This is
called “New York is a Woman.” (Soundbite—of—music) Ms—VEGA: (singing)
New York City spread herself before you with her bangles and her spangles
and her stars. You were impressed with the city so undressed and had to go
out cruising all the bars. Your business trip extended through the weekend.
Suburban boy here for your first time. From the 27th floor, above the

midtown roar, you were startled by her beauty and her crying. And she’s
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=57 Gojol rjEfLf= of L7
every girl you've seen in every movie. She’s every dame you've ever known
on late—night TV. And her steam and steel is the passion you feel endlessly.
New York is a woman. She'll make you cry. And to her, you're just another
guy. Look down and see her ruined places. Smoke and ash still rising to
the sky. She’s happy that you're here. But when you disappear, she won’t
know that you're gone to say goodbye. (Talk of the Nation 3:00 PM EST

NPR, 2010)
elA deld AT Aol el Folstatsoe]l A oR R N SFES 2
Hol A AN Aites 7)E0 AFER AEAS JHATUFAT V£ dTES dEE
of el Wiz 5 2FE5S EHoAFAT divbstd gojef o] fo] £ EehEE £
2291 AwrA &fEo] #HEAR] A7t dEEelr] etk 1y -7t ZHAE F
28 A4 HF AAA LH5e BEA F9EE Xito] Hol Ao} HBEA 4
FEE 04 gt 28 #5d &40 NEEd SFE FRAE dE ofn R F
Aol AMFHAN 27k 3 IH2 volHE s BH golsiatEe] ARgstal e
H 354 7% 919 A4 Uetbth o] HiolHES ugor e o] Holx oA
1 o efEel ol AMEIFE ole] o] 24 BAPEN =HES Hobd £ Ao
2o et mAAE Ba 2R YA Lfe) 47 FRAA 27] Wil 99
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(15) [o4do] HxFGolHA Tl 4]

A WOMAN IS A RABBIT, A SNAKE, A FROG, AN IRON, A NOVEL, POEM, A
DICTIONARY, CHOCOLATE, ICE CREAM, GREEN TEA, A MICRO-OVEN, A
POT, FRUIT JUICE, A MAGAZINE, A WARRIOR, A NOTEBOOK, A PENCIL,
GLASS, A SCALE, A BOTTOMLESS BOTTLE, A BAG, POTTERY, A CUSHION, A
BICYCLE, A CHAIR, A SOFA, A BED, A CLOSET, A CUP, A CLOCK,
SPAGHETTI, PIZZA, A TOWEL, A TELEVISION, A PICTURE, KLEENEX, A
SOAP
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(16) [14e] HxFAelA H9l 4]
WOMEN ARE NUTS, GLASSES

(17) [e34do] Zdd gl 4]
MY OFFICE, A CELLPHONE, PRODUCTIVITY IS A WOMAN
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4. EE

92 flolA Kovecses(2006)9] w9t thaAl oJAdLfo veld 4 = 7hH e
< , BE, AR AMER 94 2RSS ol ZHES olgAEdYAE v FE
g Mo B 5ol e S Y Mol “EA e A (Great Chain of

= 3 adjells AR Aol ofe} dAd) thFet
Fglo]Zolu} ou &4 AFEANAE ﬁ% i 9t}h. Kieltyka and Kleparski(2005)& “&

=
T3 ek AAsta k.

(18) 21(God) > <I7ZFH(Human) > &% (Animal) > 2]=(Plant) > H|F7]14 Al&E

(Inorganic Thing)

2 AT FoFAEe] AMEsta e oAl dig AFAQ A 2fRES Z¥AE
Zal B3 Ay B2 FHor W ko HolHE S S AAT WdE =m0l
COCA HAE ZA & T2 AIFES AFT 5 At o] A= o]t o] &4
A S gzl =kt

A AR BAT e SRS AL Haodn gl x}ol ojth. oA A
H Deignan(2006)2] A7} e SFolA o 552 Zfo]7t UrE} T Age AE 9y
Zo| 27t AHE A folA e ool TR A0S wof R A0S u 744
2 T84 on o atol= YERA] XA v 22 AR E}% e o] W = ST,
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