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ABSTRACT

Lee, Younghee Cheri and Tae-Young Kim. 2022. The paradigm shift in English
language teaching in North Korea: A corpus-assisted analysis. Korean Journal
of English Language and Linguistics 22, 279-299.

Over the past decades, a stream of research has witnessed that the changing
sociopolitical and socioeconomic dynamics between North Korea and the outside
world have triggered socioeducational changes in North Korea. Due to Kim Jong-
un’s political conviction in ‘education’—with its heavy emphasis in the English
language—as ‘the mother of science and technology,” in recent years, such
endeavors have become further accelerated in a structured and pragmatic manner.
To date, a rising number of corpus-based studies have attempted to delineate the
textual and formatting differences between English textbooks produced by Kim
Jung-un’s regime and those produced by his predecessors, but not to explain how
the English language input was implemented to reflect educational reform. In order
to augment prior findings, therefore, the present study aims to investigate the shift
in language input manifested in North Korean English textbooks, both quantity- and
quality-wise. The results revealed that the textbook revisions made in the Kim Jong-
un era were found to satisfy the lexical threshold (95%) of the BNC/COCA 3K core
vocabulary, implying that the revised versions were thoroughly controlled with the
optimum amount of language input. Regarding language input quality, Kim Jong-
un’s revised textbooks held a larger portion of authentic and high-frequency 3-gram
lexical bundles, which can generally be observable across the COCA, than those in
the Kim Jong-il era. Based on the quantitative and qualitative enhancement of
language input, implications are discussed in association with the concept of self-
independence and maintenance of the Kim Jong-un regime.

KEYWORDS

North Korea, English textbook, Kim Jong-un, language input, quantity, quality,
token coverage, corpus, BNC/COCA, social change, education in North Korea
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BNC/COCA 25K 52 Paul Nation®] 20051 w7 BNC %553 Mark Davies7} 20123 7}4]

Jule]Ed COCA W o] x38tE o]Fof 20120 Nationol] 93] 4= o] F X&H o= F7}

FA4H" A3 EFo|t. 7|4 1IKE 1000702 FE Ao (headword)2] ©]F(word family) .2 o] Fo] A

Rom, 1KHFE  25K7FA] HlESF(frequency)@t W l(range) 7IFoE AAH HFolt. &I
o

oAt JTPel FHL mEz golq A PFYPel ;¥xe BNCS WE
ofFBZhe] Wlat WweA Basth E hd BEX T4l AEFA ulE =i HA
AEEA COCAS WIE 79 olABSE Ar) gojo] /1ZelA e Folustasl Qlojs 542
sepst © Waw ¥4 JF A gosel Agsr. ofke, o Zzsdy A

I AHproper noun) AFE-9] RIE7} BI2E AW A vX & A% tEo] utolslr] 95td
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‘Baseword31’?] LAl 2]|2ER 3 HAjstel HESH
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g % FAZ o AmAL o) alel s 2zt 154
2 stk A% T okdls nEFea 38 JofaLa el

When homes are being built, concrete, bricks, or too much soil may be put around trees. This can change
the amount of water and air that the roots get. Trees with roots covered in this way cannot “breathe”.
Putting a small well around the trunk of a young tree may help. Trees should not be plated until all
construction has been completed.

You can prevent damage to older trees near construction sites by putting fences around them. Remember,
careless building and road construction kills trees.

In our country, a lot of trees have been planted on the mountains, and they are being kept healthy by the
people with Kim Jong II’s patriotism in their mind.

(LFZ=3tal 33hd 53 dA))
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ﬁ A= FAEE AT W %‘OM Fel7h A2 ATHKIUE 2020).
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ol oAl EF(intentional learning)s $13+ HAE W T dFEth(Leow and Zamora 2017).
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6 6K 0.07 96.56 6K 0.06 96.82
7 7K 0.07 96.63 8K 0.12 96.94
8 9K 0.04 96.67 9K 0.06 97
9 10K 0.04 96.71 13K 0.06 97.06
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© 2022 KASELL All rights reserved 291



Younghee Cheri Lee & Tae-Young Kim The paradigm shift in English language teaching in North Korea:
A corpus-assisted analysis

ol

ob-2# # 39 AAlE wpe} o] Fet A vlFE a2 ol ddske Tl sshde] A
BNC/COCA 4K #7bA] B2E AWeA| 9535%E FHAIZT £ 49 45 =
F3u 63hd wIA e BA Axrl Aws] meked BNC/COCA 18K F#S ol
AW A 95%°l WA A Fates om gotE ik o= oHD‘ ghd 9 E*‘*EOM 3L+ 78 AK(proper
noun)t} BNC/COCA 25K o3|g]~Ed] Eoilx] g2 n
a2 UERE el 91jle] 9l Ale® melth %‘W}i 3.63%, W& o]Fl= 2.04%%
AA G2ES 5%% dA AA|ste] dWbAQl dojdhs
Ao Sieo] gojshFe HxE HAY )
011:],

Y2E AW A FE st et
TAAQ Fojue] A = shd 4 7F
Atk 53], Tl 43hdd FEtul 53hd A7) o] ShgEfof & o] 3
Holu EZ(Token)®] F7F 2,8307H0lA]  11,04274
SostE A3, EFY(Type)] A% 711704 11422 45
Ao oA AAAR] AATE Apdel] nEEA] fkd Ao HRIT
EZT Ao 9A4 dRleme Fohal 43hd e 157H EP%JOM gl
G Tt Sk AS S 9% 21
M F7bell 711gth 8l 43hdeo A= 3087H0ﬂ :L&iz 7ol
1,008/ 2 A3l o5 v ¥ o ﬂx]i *%dm?i
U;ﬂ—oi :rL(—)] ] =] Dd
o Al vy dsE S 188l

thas] ol o4 ol B3 FAEe AAS A7 A" wmpAe A

Fatol A el ol FolHth AL Aldiel Ji8E wHAel Ag- a1 A7ISl s
18hdel A BNC/COCA 3K Fwo2 HAE AWIA 9521%s THAFILGE 2 #Fx), 112
Wl wFFstnl 28hd o] A9 BNC/COCA 3K 30X 95.76%=(% 3 #x), 13 w3}

Tt 38hde]l 79 BNC/COCA 3K FolAl 95.04%(E 4 Fx)o H2E AW
3] AWbA o ® Z3NHIE 300071¢] ZAOE go] wHef TE SR AAT A

3
o
9
N
o
e
EY
Y
9
<
Kl
o
EY
o
I
o

Sl
2,

M M7 (o M O of ox mi o

o

o

ol

ol
oo Mo MO o 2

r [
o
rlr

2
il
_I‘fl' >
oy
- 2L
pn —
( _l_?(_ﬂ 02’ OE;
PN
o
HVRE

il

i=)

Ju ®

<
B i
I

ok

o
=
avy
e O

\
X0
v
I
o,
-

i
v
_I_4
iy

>J
X
-0,
(o,
[-'O
rlo

()]

ol 8 oS

gl Mg
o =

o

1%

L j;d

= ol
ol

o rlr

ofy
_?_1',
oN Kl
[0 »
of
rf
10 ofy

o X

© 2022 KASELL All rights reserved 292



Younghee Cheri Lee & Tae-Young Kim The paradigm shift in English language teaching in North Korea:
A corpus-assisted analysis

¥ 3.CCENKY ©13] =299 vla: $3a 53hd vs. LFF8 28hd
al

BNC/COCA AR Al T8t 53 BNC/COCA | #7482 Aldl: awFshal 28hd
25K (= =3 A 71E 32) 25K (= &g A 71F 312)
Level | Baseword List TOKEN(%) T OEEIEI/I(% ) Baseword List TOKEN(%) T OEEIEI/I(% )
1 IK 89.49 89.49 1K 86.95 86.95
2 2K 3.88 93.37 2K 6.81 93.76
3 3K 0.98 94.35 3K 2.00 95.76
4 4K 1.00 95.35 4K 0.87 96.63
5 SK 0.53 95.88 SK 0.69 97.32
6 6K 0.18 96.06 6K 0.06 97.38
7 7K 0.20 96.26 8K 0.06 97.44
8 8K 0.02 96.28 9K 0.12 97.56
9 9K 0.15 96.43 13K 0.06 97.62
10 11K 0.05 96.48
11 12K 0.09 96.57
12 13K 0.02 96.59
13 14K 0.05 96.64
14 15K 0.02 96.66
15 18K 0.15 96.81
Proper Noun 1.78 98.59 Proper Noun 2.01 99.63
Non-Level 1.42 100.01 Non-Level 0.38 100.01
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3 3K 2.93 91.34 3K 3.6 95.04
4 4K 1.18 92.52 4K 0.85 95.89
5 SK 1.05 93.57 SK 0.58 96.47
6 7K 0.1 93.67 6K 0.21 96.68
7 8K 0.16 93.83 8K 0.05 96.73
8 9K 0.06 93.89 10K 0.05 96.78
9 14K 0.22 94.11 11K 0.11 96.89
10 18K 0.22 94.33 18K 0.05 96.94
Proper Noun 3.63 97.96 Proper Noun 2.01 98.95
Non-Level 2.04 100 Non-Level 1.06 100.01
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load) Ao M= St5AE wielohe ko Rz o] ARl JiAde] o] Fol &S 9wtk

O
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A

kan

olelgh §i¥e] A wWstel ARyt YL oul YAl ttee ofre XA ETA
AoJAEH(CLT) ol&S HWalal A= AAFLS AAANAY HI Jojuge] dgirt oyl 4
A FgEe] 97 wWEolth = A% o3]S 83l 5852 (receptive skills) B2 9]7]
AEs 7%t ol& E AT Y (productive skills)?l T3l7|v 227 S5 AAAIA AHIE o3 2
it FHol 7hed F SlES AAR Zem wmeln o= AL AAZE ofEke] ELT
AWAGFPeA A o] Fof A

=

£ ogFel way RYe JegoRd HAsd wsdge AL
o]
A

1A
=5 WSele 2o th(Kim, E. 2021).

A AL FHATY oA A HAg H3x o3 A HAE S AH gF W&
Aol 3¢S mF AL ofdA 1 oJHE AFE HeUl o] Ao e AA wsle
STTR(Standardized Type/Token Ratio)@} N-gram -+ 7}#] A% & &8sl zeldvt. WA, AHA
A X 2= STTR A5 &85t

M A wdA et g o wdpAe] Y dhd H STTR 4 #tolg &Rlgk Aye tS3
2k 2 5ol AR wReh o] AU Aol A AL AR AgEEA Al shd Bl A
STTR FX|7} ozl AL &led 4 oo} Sk ojelst 15 ko] Aolo] tigh FA4 F94
goks Q&) F7F BAS AN, A or Hwdt A shd 18 RTFoA §9n| g zjo) s}t
sk Zlow FRIEHIY. o AF(E Fdf 7|EAd EEY Ut Fo Ei gEEatel
AR oFeFo] Aasgov 23l HAES] A2 FE Ao YERT olE Fdl, <
dHe] IS4 Wiyl d-gel A& "oyl Flo] ofydo]l FlHQrt o] gt W= o] Ent
Kachru(1991)9] WA A Y (inner circle)l] &3t dojd dojvle] dJojE <o Qlgo=m HAs
_ljro] o7 H EJ_E]—

¥ 5.CCENKY o3 thgAd vl
F-test t-test

Hl L TF F p N M SD t p
322—;;1 STTR 2.018 0.160 p>0.05 195 ;22;:; ?2?2,2; 2970 p<.01%*
322—;; ) STTR 0.149 0.001 P<0.05 186 ;gizg iézg -2.370 p<.05*
322—;; 3 STTR 1.203 0.012 p>0.05 178 ,7732(5)8 ;?;gi -2.209 p<.05*
*EAAH Fo A 7] #REp < 001, **p < .01, and *p < .05

o] gEe] AAH Wl uHS Yo FHA AERZE A IWUN-gram) AFE FLE)
o] gAaEVE wE] vhEo)Xl our R FAdE o] QIth= Sinclair(1991)9] ‘¥H-&7 ] (idiom
principle)’ ¢} W 3}¥ o] 3)(grammaticalized lexis)”} ¢1ole] 712 w9)9lS A3 Lewis(1993)<]
01817 AW (lexical approachyell <1zbstel FAd¥ A E HEsE dojwlEsolA v
YAE ouE 2 o]3]go]g](lexical bundles)’”7} &322 AIAT WSS 93 UFHo Hd
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Aoz B JNlE ofgoE o] el A W FH& AT Ax2 2SR
o} ozl o] Ato]=f Al TolZ o]FolH 3gramo® AAFH I, o] AAFH WIE U|FE
Wuk ol gub EF¥e AL R gus] W47t 7] ulio]th(Conrad and Biber 2005 #3).

4 A3, ® 6ol AAlE nke o] wabA N A AL A71e] T 43hd, 5804, 63hd
HAES T ohel I AolA 3-gram o FolE B 10,1967H, EIS 11459702
AEEo] o3 goly] AL 92.1%E dERTh vk AAS JAvle agFeal 13hd, 23hd,
3 TS shel @29 A 3-gram o FelE]l BHYE 47107H, BRI 539570
AEHAAL )3 H o

@ AR oz el TAel AolE Fal AW AT dolmaAe A
bl & A= Zolth A w3pA o] S great leader marshal, leader generalissimo kim¥} 0]
AF

&
~N
>
Anj
oy
fo
2
rlo
s
v
rot

S8t Adat A EAY BEG o3 FX o] AT ojFYole aFe A TAH| U
g 2 WEZE 2 3o ® vEiEth B 69 9% ZHe] AAE ukel o], el 30917bA] <)
IRE 3gram o] HolE] EZL E 2972 JAHAUL, o5 F A AA BE ZASS
97317F FRSO} 03AAS] HH F % o4 663%E AAANAT. LAY F AYL
A7 GolmIEZ A um ojol o2 ool Vel E 69 7oy 2@ Awnd
89 3097HA AR ANE 3-gram EIFE FO10E UERRAL, o Fol AAl d-d xd2
% 487 AAE] 212% FEo] IH= Ao ATl 23], AA T wPAoA wulE
olzlgolg| 2 oty FHES AHHEW 4 lot of one of the & AN IH oM T IHIE FHo
T2 ¥AEE EdECl 559 494

S AASA #ld ®ES COCA 7|WHe]  3-gram
143,3683], one of the= 167,2853], parts of the= 10,6073]
A wtE O 2T tids] Fan &3 o sotEnh 1 69 o8F 7
COCA® 3gram 53 T 9] 30917bA1¢] il o3 gojgjolrt. oA WA iAol
A Aol wste] {F8% FIEo] A9 flgole]l Sl uehwtal g 42
ojdyt= &y HALZ AANA e=o] mSIAA QoA ¢do] 4
sl Aol glgol shelE i)

o gole] HFolA HHEWA g ot of

¢

T
z I
L roll
2
ot

3 Lewis(1993)= ol Wolg S o}3 %A (lexical chunksyZti FEH3PEd 7)ol 14 F 3 (fixed
expressions), wdWHo &3}= W E 3 (semi-fixed expressions), <1¢](collocations), 12]3l -8 (idioms)
ol xFHET. ddE wEksittE AL ov FAHHE gvE Ad AFYolgy RIdES AL AT
AwyAleld weke] wet dutAl Adtete AS v, oldd dofwl e FAY AAEE
aEste] elsro] WS oYk dAell A o] Fo]Aof Frk= o] th(Lewis 1993).
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aFA vs. WA F 2AIA] vs. COCA

AR A mAA A7 F wAA coca
Rank Freq Range 3-Gram Rank Freq Range 3-Gram Rank Freq 3-Gram
1 27 13 kimjongil 1 11 11 a lot of |1 199,110  idonot
2 25 12 the great leader 2 6 4 kim jong un 2 167,285  one of the
3 22 11 marshal kim jong 3 6 4 marshal kim jong 3 143,368 alot of
4 21 11 great leader marshal 4 6 4 of the world 4 131,720  part of the
5 21 11 leader marshal kim 5 6 4 respected marshal kim 5 125,280  the united states
6 21 10 kim il sung 6 6 4 the respected marshal 6 81,097  do not know
7 16 10 generalissimo kim il 7 5 5 one of the 7 78,526 out of the
8 12 9  leader generalissimo kim 8 4 4 afraid of the 8 75,459  aswell as
9 11 8  ofthe respected 9 4 4 and it is 9 73,736 going to be
10 9 7 care of the 10 4 4 care of the 10 72,542 of the world
11 8 7 ofthe great 11 4 3 part of the 11 68,687  some of the
12 8 5 respected leader generalissimo 12 3 3 and the people 12 67,941  youdo not
13 8 5 the respected leader 13 3 3 but it is 13 61,930 tobea
14 7 5 wecansee 14 3 3 for years but 14 61,519 ididnot
15 6 6  gotothe 15 3 3 in our country 15 58,462  the end of
16 6 6  in front of 16 3 3 of the respected 16 57,015 itwasa
17 6 5 he did not 17 3 3 one day she 17 51,446  do not think
18 6 4 he could not 18 3 3 not afraid of 18 49,051  beableto
19 5 5 il sungand 19 3 3 thanks to the 19 47,566  ithink that
20 5 5 one of the 20 3 3 the capital of 20 47,357  the fact that
21 5 5 the warm care 21 3 3 the warm care 21 47,260  not want to
22 5 5 warm care of 22 3 3 warm care of 22 46,811 do not have
23 5 4 a lot of 23 3 3 was not afraid 23 43,185  andi think
24 5 4 andsoon 24 3 3 you do not 24 42811 thereisa
25 5 4 birthday of the 25 2 2 a famous orchestra 25 42,693  therestof
26 5 4 he wanted to 26 2 2 a few years 26 42,566  iwantto
27 5 4 inthe sky 27 2 2 a gifted player 27 42,109 thisisa
28 4 4 front of the 28 2 2 a great number 28 41,802  do not want
29 4 4 of the sun 29 2 2 a minute i 29 41,760  we do not
30 4 4 said that he 30 2 2 a pacific island 30 41,746  there wasa
37,355  butitis
34226  anditis
8,100 and the people
7,685 thanks to the
7,013 care of the
5. 48
T ATddME A2 JAE A5 A7 53 gojuFo] AR A WHA b gk gEo] 718k
AL Adel 2 dojugel el Hgo]l JH napAe] HAlm ofEA T H o
J=Ael el Z2de)dts] FelM ¢ HAE 4S8 EdE O dds duEsiy. 53
Joline] A Wah AUE oulE <ol Qeel WgA wsh, FH As, AF W
Aol A okt thea gk,
Tade E2S 59 SO A% H@ JolwaAe WEH wWaks 1 P 74 WelA
SAAQ 7ES maYs FFe] BAEANY obed, AL A ofF MAE wdpA e HAE
AW YA E shels Ax d shdeolA BNC/COCA 3K o3|EZoa% 959 F5S wEA7E
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Aoz Yo, o ANlE o35 &&ate] o] dH s HAT FAStE a&8XoR
ARZFoEMN owo G anE FUsiA77] g AFoR MEn. afdE "HiE
olfckRge MY A wokd wrh JuHoz FE Ao Jekkow, olfgels xae
A5 MAH aHAeA aRlE Aeids ZASAL = ®EdE°] BNCH COCA w9 dwt
wEAA FH RS ¥ HAEW FAT o2 e}, o] 4ol dHQ WaE o
Ao HWolth

olelgh w5 djEtide] M3 omo] wKe] HAYFolE Fd HIF A AV A=
AAAYsPE  Adstar =7 AAEY  EdE vldste] gFAoR2 A|AFS] o A
AT EAY s FHet ) sk AR A ARy whdolA Y1E Ao w ddEn. e
ATl ol AR=IE FE AR AAY =] uKeo] HeFoAH ZF ALt
el S olfle] B shd ] sy Amol A ofwA PRl =X AuE Fdart gtk

H 5o dE4 B FxdAe wmHe d@ FAo] rEsE L AL, waEFo A
AVE AL, A EECl digh wiHo] ZhEstEar vk AREFe A Aol WAls Astebalve
gRow Z+E TAZE ZHESetar e WEelA gojulg JA] mme] dojz 12 x| o]
AxpA o m= o] AtulFol gk S FAI7F AldE Q= Aottt old e A 5T
Foluso e HAH WstE =e& 7FeAdel o, o= 2020 dhio] HuALIH AdE F
Bzt d ARS aEdohd g vkEskE o ok ey 21417 ®istE AAIR A S
TAAA] A HoA H3Ho el uFe MR AFEA o 7E F8&F Tl flem #A
A8d AAZ A= AP BAANA Fsks o=o] WS AgFoE F A Qe
WeH7ls 1A St S AZE 716l oud U EE Aol Folus AALE FAA WSS
Rapel geubol]l glE Zolth webx ol gk A Ale] Wate] wel i =itoll A gk A
HA o]F9 Fojus I el AAAela A WEr dow fA, sk, F2
HAAlE A E AEAow RUEHT Ja7F & Aotk
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Al Ao (Examples in): % ] (English)
2 &7Fs 9] (Applicable Language): < ©] (English)
28715 4 (Applicable Level): A 91 (Tertiary)
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