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ABSTRACT

Cho, Hyesun. 2026. An analysis of incorrect answer patterns on TOEIC reading
Part 5 grammar items among Korean university EFL learners. Korean Journal of
English Language and Linguistics 26, 1214-1241.

Most grammatical error analyses have focused on EFL students’ writing, with less
attention to performance on controlled grammar tasks. This study analyzes incorrect
answer patterns in TOEIC Part 5 grammar exercises among 220 Korean university
students across four independent annual cohorts. Students reported the question
numbers of items they had answered incorrectly through the university’s e-learning
system. In the descriptive analysis, sentence structure and nouns had the highest mean
error rates (i.e., rates of incorrect answers). However, the main effect of grammatical
category was not significant in a linear mixed-effects model accounting for item- and
year-level Supplementary descriptive analysis showed that the
coordinating/noun-clause conjunction and participle categories contained the most
items with error rates above the overall mean. Across all four cohorts, mean error rates
for sentence structure and nouns exceeded the corresponding annual overall means,
whereas those for prepositions and comparisons remained below them. Analysis of
individual items with high error rates showed that the two items with the highest mean
error rates involved noun countability. Items with relatively high error rates included
those requiring consideration of multiple grammatical features, such as noun
countability and subject-verb agreement, whereas lower-error items included those
centered on a single feature. These findings can inform diagnostic activities and
focused instruction in university TOEIC preparation and grammar courses, while
underscoring the importance of item-level variation.

variation.
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Seke] wabe wastuA e e A4 BAo] sled wglety wely] wrolt. o & B4
opEol e el SRR ok, e FAR By WFdME EFe Fxst
o] w9 gEo] ogA dHAEAE AMudh ¥ 5= 0w A9 10849 WF, 2
NE7, Pt OHE P BE AR EWe vt B AveMe 51 239 W £38n
A e ARE FHSH @gky] W], 4w de® oxoly o HH dg el
G 9k wEA olste] BAe 7t BRe Awe mEdi b Wed wWA.TRY 543
APATolA HiE FAG olees FHOR AT
5 2HE 49 1084

=4 HE A M B S HE(%) A AF 9

1 R 1.6 52.1 WAL (7714 advances

2 YA 2.2 40.8 WAL (ZFAHE 714 approaches

3 Y Fx 1.8 34.4 v T EEE

4 o) A} 38 30.8 those (~3}= AM#HE)

5 o) A} 3.4 25.8 all (45 Fo})

6 At 2.9 226 A (7HekE7H:F) management

7 B 59 6.5 22.1 Fol+[54) oI+ EA}

8 Y = 17 217 FAL & 2 FAL

9 =el 7= 15 216 begAl § FEAHEANE FEA TR

10 A} 25 215 every + WA}

SHE Y 107 7Y Wol X3E WFE B xR, atgoRE WAL tHAL
FLAAY. Y TFx WFe wACdA 1FAFE 5 AR vE £F 725
O ddolm, A9 1078 5 4wF0] o HFdd ATt

Hyt LHEo] 7MY =2 49 2wAlE JHHEIRE BAeE dE e EAolw, the AT

(1) [1_6] ___ in medical technology have allowed doctors to diagnose illnesses with greater accuracy.

("4 & Advances) (p. 36)®
(2) [2_2] [...] Corporation has adopted innovative marketing ___ for its latest products
(A & approaches) (p. 48)

el Fx Tl oAl AFEAHo R = Fo] 2y
Z Aol WALE 2% EAojt). MElx|o|= advances?} advancementz}= F 7ol WAL}

Eo7t= o]

Ao FAwE = haveet A7) A= 7HEE AR advanced] 53 <l advances”} 2 8.3}t
web o] ke EAMEUE oyl WAle] wES HEol Fol-FA FAXE A g ok
st} B8] HALS) WAlE BT 2 4= 9 advance®d ], advancement:s Jojo A HIE T} o

\.
L

ddutth 1~107b4 9] &A1 7F lomz B4 ko] FES EA oldlellA AAEE BA HEEe
A7 F vl Ad HaES £A4 HIE dFste] YERYLh S (11708 A 19k A HAE 19
As o g},

Solat o5 £9 HolA Wi wAe FHojx HEE on| i}

fo
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BAE S AW AL -ment7t A9 & B o] 2= (Bauer and Nation 1993, Park 2011), " AFqlo] FEjA o=
ges] sedth AR eEEe] £UY Al % HAF #E Aoy, Folxl WAE 7k
BARRIAL E7Rt WARIAE kA glolok Ads wE 4 Utk 5, approach 7Rt ARe]7]
el Eedom Aop v WA ErREALR AZdud S "o gARe
P e 2R gebdt @5 dY e Il FolgsAe] AR E IARE HITHA
TS UEhdal slow (el 2012, #<138] 2014, Koh 2026 5), ¥ o] £ W Al =
gAakel Tk et B e Fepd ol yEhd Ao = 5 gk

A4 (1), 2% 7MFHAH(advances, approaches)e] H4=8o] ©ol kA T4l (3) AP
£ 7}k AL management©] T}

(3) [2_9] [...] has just been appointed to a prestigious position in ___ at Cardero Advertising.
(%4 & management) (p. 48)

A (3)4] WIZF Yol “aprestigious position in”o] A A H o] Qi AEA|dE #HEAES YERYE
WAL manageret - 99S UERE E7HEEAL management’t A AAIE o dTh A AHS
Zedl positiony}t TE]AFE 525 managers v A 91 e A (semantic relatedness)S 7FA 3L 9tk
omHow FEy Mex 7} wjF el @ wH(distractor) . & ZH8-3 = Qlth= #(Ludewig, Schwerter,
and McElvany 2023)<S 12]3t¥, o] &&= w9 ouiots AAHA T ETHA = A44deHA
2> AEAQl manager’t 3 I E 4 9tk Manager= ZHbEARRA S8AE glo]
drE £ 5 ogloen= o] el RHiZkdle & gtk wEbA o] & e AES wdshy)
Aefr= Ao owm A FEgERt ofyel WALl 7Mbb 3 ESAMA A S A aLe
gty aokstd, Q9E A9 107 T 3EAlE TRHEZRE WAbel did AR G
APATol A Bag WA 7 B oy gl 2 AT EY FEelAME AdHer &

1,
2
T yo,
v}

QHER tEte e nolFn
oFEol A WAZ e A @9 AL, BAL vehls A 9o wr g
AAsa, B FelA BREel ANEE ot of BgY 4ue 7] AL 2L
Gehit R gAY Anat gure] P2E PR, ddTe $A99S Adacr
G B4 Ul BAL @ beBA Fl F§A wolE Wt BEAolnh ()9 AeAd:

o et o] Fae] Age 37 AAE

2 BAH impressed7} A A A H o
belsAl | FAHO AelA Fole] olujgl Hule] HEF FEAL impressiveS HeElEhn
Hef A o2 el impressedet oW B 2QlS RSOk gt

(4) [1_8] To secure the floorboards to the porch framing, __ large decking screws spaced at 12-inch intervals.
("4 use) (p. 36)
(5) [1_7] As the audience ____ waited for the actor [...] ("4 & expectantly) (p. 36)

(6) [1_5] The range of research studies presented on the first day of the conference was very .
("4 & impressive) (p. 36)

18 (2014)e] B2 25 MM = FEARE FAE o RETE P se R
LYo, HvYE015)0 Eof oF EAdAE WA 18] WE T 591, FEAE T9E
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o] T A% FFEoE YEwETh 53] Hu|g015)0] AA A4 F HEo] 7

TS FAH FHEANOH(65%), NG w2 besAh Tl has been FH oA
Kol &AL decisives AE st FAIATH S decidedE Bo] HAEFlon, 11 oF=E
has beens FSEHI= Ak 3} decisive®] ©|WE &A Kgh o] HaEHTHHWYF 2015). =

A2l (6)%= besAik(was) FollA &EALeE HAZAE AGA = oA A, AR Ao
s 445 FEAE Aol Aok HAA o £33 Faeiny.

A (7)-8)> A EAlolth (7) AL B4l T ~3he AbgE S UEldlE diB AL thoses
2E FAOlM, @) allo] FHFEAY Wik ol wE Folz 29 & vk AL Tw
Aolok & g A= Atk =, dEAbE 22t gk AlR-A < A Aol g EAlEolt

(7) [3_8] Ms. Lu’s administrative assistant will mail a copy of the annual reportto __ who cannot attend

the meeting.
(4 & those) (p. 60)
(8) [3_4] Although employee participation [...] is strictly voluntary, __ are encouraged to join in.
(A= all) (p. 60)

A 9 sAF YA

A, Fojef AR Atoldl F=2lo] - (“needed to ... materials”)7}F
UONA o] & AL Fo] BAE

FolA £AX7} 1 FAE Fehop s BAlolth

(9) [6_5] The time needed to acquire all of the necessary materials ___ on several factors.
("4 & depends) (p. 92)

F 62 LEEol S d9 102AE eEEo 92 £o® HAFEH # 59 9E A
10&EAIEC] 47 W5l FJTEol v Ades 2 gt AF0h)el =aF Yed s & F
Ut

E 6. LHE 39 10EA

o9 ®F A M Bt LEE(%) #dE AE £

1 AXA 111 0.45 e AXAL at

2 B 10 1 0.9 ATAF Bo(is limited)

3 BAA 141 1.95 FAAA HEAL

4 W 51 2.42 H] 355

5  F&Akek FAL 41 2.8 BAF 2G84

6 S=9.HALE HZEA} 121 2.9 Both A and B

7 A} 2.1 3.25 The __ of

8  HaAbd AZxA} 13 2 34 because (1)

9  BApE A&} 131 423 as (°]7)

10 oAb 3.1 4.52 B

QEEo] 7 B sH9 3EAE AEEY ts P
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(10) [11_1] The Southeast Accounting Conference will be held _ the Valmor Convention Center.
(45t at) (p. 148)
(11) [10_1] Since storage space is _____, all employees are asked to discard unwanted items.
(A limited) (p. 136)
(12) [14_1] Mr. Martinelli, _ started as a stock clerk and is now vice president of marketing, will retire
in May.
(4 who) (p. 184)

o
to
oft
i

of W™ A= Fah Srol AAAL ats A FAE oHEC] 1%7F F HIA
A (1)Z, FEHE HEs A BAF limitedE Y5 EBAQAG 4 (1) 99
=, be%/\} Fol IAZAE @l (11)°] FEAE ©@el (6)Et L HEC|
1 = el HANEAHWho) & W A4 (12)% LFEC] Sekth
601]/\1 492 O] o B dald(more accurate) AR, Bl WFY Ht
djA o ® ‘;/%7%] el 4149 TeTA Adet dAgth WA o Azl
AH(different strategies)E Y+ =A< (13)3 J3F HEAF both A and Boll A andE 2 #A%
of wi-g- stokrh. FALe} XA Apole] WALE W= #A, oo FARA A& Ak (because, as),

2 dMenS ¥ AR 2HE s 108 A0 EgE Sl

~ % 0
= it
‘ﬁérlr
mEr

XLA dlo

N

g —{N JlN

i
o

=P

f

fo oft fo
M ol oo ofl RY X0 2 TN

M
R

(13) [4_1] Ms. Hirai and Ms. Byrd have strategies for conducting consumer research.
(4 & different) (p. 70)

o9E Aae 4 108FES ey, g %3 78 Alo]olME QEE
zkol7b YEbRTE &, 2 WA HFA L Qg THAR v A (14)9F T WMAR =
TAel (15)7F Stk

r1o riu

(14) [2_1]1 The ___ of the deadline allowed the Tobin Group to finish its proposal on time.
(4 & extension) (p. 48)

(15) [2_2] Valgor Corporation has adopted innovative marketing ___ for its latest products.
(74 & approaches) (£ (2)® HHE) (p. 48)

=, (4= BARE AAAE Abolebs AP A WA Ao MAME Y EAlolH, FAE
A A A (allowed)2 Fojote]l F=AXE nHEd Hart gle wdolth wdbdd (15)% 7HbEAl
approach®] H3S Yolof dh= FA|o|t.

TS YA TAE FFd mEl g & Aol7b et (16)2 To7F #HS WA
Uk (17)2 o (time)et FAF AFolol thE Al (materials)7} E3HE 422 o] 41 (needed to acquire all of
the necessary materials)7} ATt 2 =X W, (17)S A9 794, (16)2] 45 H+d L9 FE
4% AA 1207 A T L9E o9 10892 Al dFsle EAAL ol A
Foj et SAF Alolel thE WAZE JHYE B9 2 AR ol FEFE ol A S R{UF e
T ths Ao Aol BaRtu(e s, A9 2015).
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(A & allows) (p. 92)

on several factors.
(4 F: depends) (¢ (9)H BHE) (p. 92)
1

gl

Q)5
=

Grammar Items Among Korean University EFL Learners
olAd &

b #Hot

An Analysis of Incorrect Answer Patterns on TOEIC Reading Part 5

-
.

1A

O]

a4

users to access their online banking accounts by entering a password.
[¢

Afo] =

=

1}

(17) [6_5] The time needed to acquire all of the necessary materials

(16) [6_1] The current system

Fol 7} vie}

-
It

Hyesun Cho
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Tz,

105A7F 7+
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Z]
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s
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—_—

BAE

=

R

Ab(both Aand B)9} FAHE A )

al

dgal, Folsh HAL Afole] t}

H
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!

iR

24
pul

Ab, 2

fLE

=]

A AL

pZS
st A, bemAl FH
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A
l

1

T

A

fLN

=

k¢l 10
o

o

3 O

A

AA AL be Al 5 AZAL, FABANEA, B

A9l 10Al F 3TA7E 7HHE TR AL

8 g Atel

TUA
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B
il

Ulo

il
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aiz

o)
N
0

)A
i
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4r
ﬂmﬁ
ol
,._mo

o
Hlo

e

171 5.ct,

°©

ol

A

oIz

e 7]

=

=1

A

L

1

el

—_
fite)

9 AE S ALsh BAL

o] 7} =tH19.7%). 12 8 but9]

1| (2015)N A= bute] 2F&o] 28%= YEY, T

A= oA AAL R FAAME
butel A/l Bl A =& ¢ Fgo] HuE vl r}l 12 1012 remind + 2A o] + thatd g

Al

fLe

=

%A thate] T 12 4W

= Al sk tH(16.3%).

HEAHbut), AR
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B 7.[9-BAM AEAH LHE A3k &4 3EA
o9l HIZ LHE%) 49 AF 9 73 (p. 160)
1 124 19.7 o] EAHtoF- G A} ..final decision on whether or not to hire Ms. Johnson..
2w e w A Corrt, St o oot e sy e
3 1210 16.1 WAL A EA} that Clients are reminded that the law offices will be..
8 122 10.5 AR A EAL that .. considering that he was only twenty-six at the time.
9 127 10.0 HAFE A4 AL whether .is to find out whether our performance meets..
10 121 2.9 4% <44} both Aand B Both Ms. Liu and Ms. Schults are attending ..
£ 8. [BAH 7€ -39 & 3&A4
=9 WE 2HEM%) A £ 4 (p. 136)
1 10_10 19.9 TE LA Opened just six months ago, ...
2 10 2 15.6 WAL EA Revised employment contracts will be distributed..
3 10 8 15.5 AEA+EAT When removing the lamp from the carton, slide it..
8 10 3 10.2 YA EAL . is seeking interested individuals to participate..
9 10 4 9.4 FZA RO FEA} ...has left the design staff feeling exhausted.
10 10 1 0.9 FZAHo] FEA} Since storage space is limited, ...

SHE Ak 4 3wAlE Holed e BARE R ASAPE =

ARl A4 edE A9 1, 391E A ustth HwW|F015)F HlusjEd, EARE
= o] e¥Eol ThE AT EERY A U Hol E AT}

= 2 AR A, H W F2015) M = o] e gt
A e @ 9E 29 wAl= Tl Aol A HARE A shE A RARITH

CHE oY 3T-A(B~109)E AW, HAKindividuals)E A EA}, feel2] H o7} F]+=
A beEAE Flo AARAL EAECITh 1029 10399 ¢ B o BAE FAsE 24
AQE], 10 2% HE°] #9k31(15.6%), 10_32 SATH10.2%). 10 2+ 7 7FA] F&7F Ad9A =
A3k=dl, employment contracts”} I} A} revisede] A = ol HAEAL revising
Aol7) H+= Fx27F B5F Jbestth 23y o] FHeoll “~will be distributed at the end of the month” 7}
oA B, RNFtel= AR 18 AlFA(revised employment contracts)’ZH=  9JH|E THEE
revised7} Adsitt. 5, An=s E7HA addlof AdES dd9d 4 e Aol 10_39]

W
1>
ol
rlr

I ooy Mo Mp b

o

—

A= AA glo] B AEA} interested”’} HAF individualsE 248 Gtxolth =,
2o YAl 2] B S AR B xR 2o tgE 49 LuEd Aolrt yElor,
H

=

1o
Ay oYy 2% e 5SAS 7 st 4 E davt vk
& W, 0FE 9 Bl @AY sRWY, B S A
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ME EFH A5 3 AR 4T Fart gk V1 AT oF B4 ATl
shEol B3 defel el HEATE §ls wEs 2713 18] 2014, Koh 2026), BAME A EALE
wol 27 kol ole] gt oF ol wWol A okgkow], Wabd HEaper Wb
HEAbe TR ¥ HEA eqigte 9 WFed YolA (A 2014), 1 =S TEE
AF7E A9 vk 343 982N e BEC] =2 1071 WFE BAssle, o
Toll AR &akA stk whde] Eof W 0 RE wAY AV Yo15)NA = HEAE A
Tl whE oF HES AASHEA, WAPE A EAKthat, how)$t FAFE 31 EA}(once, while, since,

unless, although)e] 75 wz H AT o] T WAFE HEA] /788 77 32%, 44%,
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